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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Sources of knowledge and know-how 
abound. Universities instill theories, 
concepts, principles, and ethics; exposure 
to these abstract notions is a fundamental 
part of an education. However, there is a 
risk involved in staying in the classroom, 
which is a predictable environment 
dominated by lectures, however interesting 
they may be. To achieve one’s full potential, 
book learning must be accompanied by 
concrete practical experiences. 

Apart from theoretical perspectives, 
students acquire much of their knowledge 
outside the classroom through practicums, 
studies abroad, in the relationships they 
build and by involving themselves in their 
community. Experiential learning is a 
necessary component of their academic 
development, for it shapes their view of  
the world and could even prove to be 
life-changing. 

Our students are called upon to apply 
their theoretical knowledge to concrete 
realities and challenges both inside and 
outside the classroom. If, for some 
reason, these experiences reveal 
themselves to be incongruous, 
unexpected or perhaps even bewildering, 
all the better! For by overcoming 
disappointments and hurdles, we 
become more flexible, more mature and 
adaptable to the challenges of tomorrow. 

In this edition of Sous la coupole, readers will 
discover fascinating personalities who as 
students dared to step out of the classroom 
to embark on fascinating voyages and 
nurture connections that would 
considerably shape their lives. 

Enjoy the profile of Denis St-Onge, a USB 
alumnus whose life forever changed  
when in 1959 he embarked on a  
teaching practicum in Africa. Read about  
Denis Gagnon, a professor and researcher 
whose field work led to the discovery of 
thriving Métis communities previously 

unknown. Follow alumnus and donor 
Geordie Montgomery who is proud of his 
alma mater and fondly remembers the 
relationships he built here. Share the 
experience of three Faculty of Education 
students who travelled to the Loire Valley to 
teach English and learn about the French 
education system. Learn about our new 
Vice-President, Peter Dorrington, who 
insists that university research must be 
linked to community development. And 
finally, revisit the 40 years since the 
beginnings of our École technique et 
professionnelle where more than ever, 
learning is integrated to practice in a 
professional milieu. 

Gabor Csepregi

President
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Care about the environment?

Write to us at 1818@ustboniface.ca to 
receive the next issue of Sous la coupole 
by e-mail or read the Web version of the 
magazine at ustboniface.ca. 

Experiential Learning

Apart from theoretical 
perspectives, students acquire 
much of their knowledge outside 
the classroom through practicums, 
studies abroad, in the relationships 
they build and by involving 
themselves in their community. 

Gabor Csepregi, President
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CANADA RESEARCH CHAIR ON MÉTIS IDENTITY

Canada Research Chair on Métis 
Identity bears fruit 
In 2004, Université de Saint-Boniface received a five-year Canada Research Chair (CRC) on 

Métis Identity. Renewed for a second five-year period, this CRC has significantly increased the 

visibility of Métis studies in Canada and around the world. 

While he was completing his PhD 
dissertation at Laval University,  
Denis Gagnon was hired in 2002 as a 
professor of Anthropology at USB.  
From the moment he arrived in Manitoba, 
he saw significant gaps in the study of 
Métis communities in the West and 
decided to apply for government funding 
for small universities to establish a 
Canada Research Chair on Métis Identity at USB. Seminars, 
articles and books, student mentorship – 10 years on, the legacy 
of this million-dollar investment is exceptionally rich. 

Transcending borders 
While the Métis have been recognized as Aboriginal People in 
Canada since 1982, researchers on Métis identity are in very 
short supply. Early on, Denis Gagnon set out to find 
collaborators in other provinces and from abroad. “If necessity is 
the mother of invention, then it was this need for collaborators 
that led us to discover a multitude of thriving Métis communities 
all over the world. From Madagascar to Siberia, and from 
Polynesia to the Caribbean, new identities born of the union 
between colonials and Aboriginal women continue to thrive to 
this day.” Most of the CRC projects, and in particular the 

meetings – be they seminars, workshops, round tables –
orchestrated by professor Gagnon have taken on a strong 
international dimension. Thus in 2006 an International 
Symposium on Gabriel Dumont, a 19th century Western Métis 
Chief brought together a total of 40 researchers from Canada, 
France and the United States. Then, between 2008 and 2010, 
Denis Gagnon organized three international workshops on Métis 
identy and culture in collaboration with French researcher 
Annick Foucrier. The first two were held at the Centre de 
recherches d’histoire nord-américaine (centre for research on 
North American history) at the Université Panthéon-Sorbonne 
(Paris I); the third took place at Université de Saint-Boniface.

Added to this are some fifty communications and conferences 
that he has presented around the world, including in France, 
Mexico and Japan. 

“We created a space for study and research that is 
open and neutral, one that is free from political 
ideology and its discourse.” 
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Publications 
The many papers and articles presented at 
the Symposium on Gabriel Dumont were 
brought together in 2009 in an anthology 
coedited with Denis Combet of Brandon 
University and Lise Gaboury-Diallo of USB. 
The third international workshop resulted 
in a 2012 collective publication entitled 
L’identité métisse en question : Stratégies 
identitaires et dynamismes culturels, 
published by Presses de l’Université 
Laval. In this 350-page book edited in 
collaboration with Hélène Giguère, the 
focus is on French, Canadian, Gypsy and 
Swiss populations and communities who 
despite many obstacles, continue to 
affirm their Métis identity. 

In addition to these two publications, 
Denis Gagnon has also published over the 
course of the ten years of this Research 
Chair well over forty scientific articles 
and records of proceedings on themes as 
varied as the education of Francophone 
Métis youth in Manitoba, the emergence 
of Métis studies in Canada, the Métis 
identity claims, the religious 
intermingling of the Innu (Montagnais) of 
the lower North Shore in Québec and 
Canadian Métis art. In 2014, in 
collaboration with Hélène Giguère, he 
also edited a special edition of 
Anthropologie et sociétés devoted to the 
Métis, and which included research 
papers originating from such areas as 
Belgium, Reunion Island, Russia and  
New Caledonia.

Student researchers 
One of the major achievements of this 
CRC was the hiring of more than sixty 
university students pursuing 
undergraduate, graduate and post-
graduate studies as research assistants. 
“In a small university, it is difficult to find 
students at the graduate level to conduct 
research. While tapping the potential of 
my undergraduate students, I developed 
an international network of graduate 
student researchers in British Columbia, 
Manitoba, New Brunswick, 
Saskatchewan, Québec, France, Belgium 
and Spain.” Some assistants, such as 
Dana Hennes, a former USB student with 
a degree in Anthropology from Belgium, 
or Sonia Gérard, a PhD in psychology 
from Nice and a Métis of Caribbean origin 
who participated in all the international 
workshops, continue as members of 
professor Gagnon’s team. 

The students mentored by Dr. Gagnon 
have conducted ethnological surveys as 
far afield as Oklahoma and have even 
studied the Ainu-Japanese Métis! But 
above all, Denis Gagnon explains the 
students had an unprecedented 

opportunity to conduct their field 
research free of any ideological 
constraint. He finds it troubling that in 
other universities, the projects and their 
results may be dictated for example by 
recognized Métis organizations. 

New project 
Although the CRC mandate ended in 2014, 
studies on the Métis are far from being 
abandoned in Western Canada  
and the rest of the world. In April 2013,  
Dr. Gagnon received a $460 000 grant 
from Canada’s Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) for 
a five-year project entitled Le statut de 
Métis au Canada : agencéité et enjeux 
sociaux (Métis status in Canada: agency 
and social issues). Denis Gagnon insists 
that “we will continue to do field work 
outside of official positions with the Métis 
groups who are not recognized, to learn 
more about their origins and their claims.” 
Thus some ten Métis communities who 
are absent from the history books will 
become a part of human history.  
”In certain cases, this will be the first  
time researchers examine their history, 
their culture and their identity”, he adds. 

“The Canada Research Chair on Métis Identity 
has significantly contributed to research 
development at USB.” 

 Photo: courtesy of Denis Gagnon 
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$822 000A successful annual  
fundraising campaign 
Université de Saint-Boniface’s annual campaign was a great success, far exceeding the  

target of $725,000. 

Co-chaired by Chantal Fréchette and Patrick Fredette, the 
2014-15 annual fundraising compaign, Proud of our University – 
Supporting the leaders of tomorrow!, raised more than $822,000 
thanks to donations, pledges and sponsorships, including 
$188,000 in matching funds from the Manitoba Scholarship and 
Bursaries Initiative. With past pledges converted over the course 
of the fiscal year, a total of nearly $975,000 was raised to 
support Manitoba’s Francophone youth. It is also worth noting 
that the number of donors increased by 5%, from 389 to 414, 
and that the Student Association Scholarship Fund has now 
reached the one million dollar mark. 

As well as meeting objectives specific to supporting studies in 
translation and in science and encouraging student mobility, the 
success of the campaign allowed us to grow the Emerging 
Priorities Fund recently created to support major initiatives. 

A new scholarship entitled Fonds 
médecins-d’expression française 
(French-speaking doctors’ fund) 
This new scholarship is the initiative of four USB graduates:  
Dr. Keleigh James, Dr. Frances Berard, Dr. Francine Paquin and 
Dr. Gérald Brenan. It is intended to support studies in science 
leading to a career in the health sector as well as studies in the 
various other health programs offered at USB. A first scholarship 
of $500 was awarded in the fall of 2015 to a student in the 
Bachelor of Science program. New scholarships in translation 
Since 2014, two new scholarships have been awarded to 
students in their 3rd or 4th year of studies leading to a Bachelor of 
Arts in translation: one by Freynet-Gagné Traduction et 
consultation and the other by the Association of Translators, 
Terminologists and Interpreters of Manitoba (ATIM). 

Francofonds, a key partner
In the fall of 2015, the Joseph et Lucienne Boucher Scholarship 
of $1,000 was offered to a graduate of the USB Faculty of 
Science admitted to a medical school in Canada. Francofonds’ 
annual contributions to USB scholarships and bursaries passed 
from $7,750 to $8,750. 

Objectives for 2015-16
Chaired by students Sara Fournier and Nicolas Audette, the 
2015-16 fundraising campaign aims to strengthen Student Aid, in 
particular student mobility which allows students to do their 
practicums abroad, exposing them to new cultures and ways of 
seeing the world. On the theme Expanding our horizons…  
thanks to your donations, the campaign will also focus on the 
importance of need-based bursaries for which the demand is 
always higher than the supply. If you would like to contribute, 
please visit our website at ustboniface.ca/jedonne for  
all the details. 

From left to right: Charles Leblanc, Jean-Paul Gagné, Gerald Brennan, 
Francine Paquin, Gisèle Barnabé, Gabor Csepregi, Chantal Fréchette, 
Patrick Fredette, Robert Tétrault 

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
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Three students in the  
Loire Valley 
The experience of a lifetime 
Three students from USB’s Faculty of 
Education did a one-month practicum in 
the Loire Valley of France. 

The three, Kaelyn Sabourin, Melissa Smith 
and Mya Roy, were chosen to deliver 
courses in English to elementary students 
in the city of Blois, France, from May 11 to 
June 6, 2015. They were accompanied by 
professor Krystyna Baranowski of the 
USB’s Faculty of Education. In 2013,  
Dr. Baranowski organized a similar exchange 
allowing three University of Manitoba 
students to travel to the Loire Valley. 

This time, she chose a group of seven 
students from both the U of M and USB 
to experience teaching in the Loire Valley. 

While there, students not only taught 
English to French children but also 
introduced them to Canadian culture.  
To qualify, students had to submit a 
formal application, including a lesson 
plan for teaching an aspect of Canadian 
culture in English. Over and above their 
initiation to the French school system, 
USB students also had the chance to 
travel, including a three-day visit to Paris 

and several other cultural excursions, 
such as a visit to the castle of Chaumont 
on the Loire. “I am now more aware of 
the history of the Loire and French 
culture in general”, says Melissa Smith.  
“I would strongly encourage all young 
people to travel during their studies”. 

You can learn more about their adventure 
by accessing their blog on the Web 
version of Sous la coupole at  
ustboniface.ca/carrefour.

“ I learned a lot about myself and my style of teaching after 
having had this opportunity to compare school systems.  
For example, I saw how students learn so much more outside 
the classroom. During our stay, the school organised several 
outings during which students had to complete assignments”.  
Melissa Smith, 22, Winnipeg 

In March 2015, an evening dedicated to 
learning etiquette was organized for 
students in the Business Administration 
and Tourism Management programs of 
the École technique et professionnelle. 
The rules of etiquette as taught by  
Lew Bayer, internationally renowned 
trainer, will come in handy, for example, 
during business dinners. “Our students 
now have the tools and the know-how 
necessary to make a good first 
impression and handle delicate 
situations”, explains instructor  
Jouwairia Lahboub-Daayf, organizer of 

the event. “Having good social skills and 
good manners are often crucial to 
success in one’s career”. 

The course was broadcast live during a 
meal involving 60 participants, including 
business people from both Anglophone 
and Francophone communities.  
“Our students learned how to dress for 
the occasion, unfold their serviettes, 
keep one hand free during a reception. 
They understood that the goal of these 
kinds of meetings is networking, not 
eating!”, laughs Ms. Lahboub-Daayf. 

 Photo: courtesy of Visual Lab 
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ALUMNUS PROFILE 

Denis St-Onge, an Arctic expert 
Recipient of a distinguished award for his role in the recent discovery of the Franklin 

exploration ship in the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, Denis St-Onge is driven by his passion 

for geography of the Great North. 

Last March, Prime Minister Stephen Harper awarded him the Erebus Medal for his contribution to the success of the arctic expedition 
in the fall of 2014 which led to the discovery of the HMS Erebus, one of two exploration ships abandoned in the Victoria Strait by British 
explorer John Franklin in 1848. This award honours the brilliant career of Denis St-Onge, a Université de Saint-Boniface alumnus. 

From Sainte-Agathe to Ethiopia 
Denis St-Onge was born in Sainte-Agathe, 
a little village on the banks of the Red 
River south of Winnipeg. “I remain 
attached to my home village”, says  
Denis St-Onge, “but from a very young age, 
it was clear to me that I wanted to know the 
world, experience other realities”. One of 
Bing Crosby’s songs inevitably comes to 
mind when he thinks back on his youth;  
“I remember word for word the lyrics of Far 
away places with strange soundin’ names are 
callin’, callin’ me!”.

After his classical education at Université 
de Saint-Boniface, Denis St-Onge 
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree (1951) from 
the University of Manitoba (USB did not 

confer degrees at the time). From his 
eight years at USB, where he boarded 
and had to comply with rules from  
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., he remembers 
above all that freedom is vitally important 
for him. “I was also inspired by certain 
professors, namely, Albert Legrand and 
Lucien Hardy. “You must read Le grand 
Meaulnes, Mr. Legrand used to tell me”. 
He is also grateful to USB for having 
provided him with the link to Ethiopia. 

It is indeed thanks to the Jesuits at USB 
that his life took a decisive turn in 1953 
with a two-year assignment in Ethiopia as 
a teacher. It is there he met a Belgian 
dentist whom he would later marry and 

Denis St-Onge is a  
leading expert on the 
Canadian Arctic 
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start a family with. “The journey to Africa, 
which took three days from Sainte-Agathe 
to Montreal, and included stops in 
Labrador and Iceland, two weeks in 
London, two more in Paris, ten days in 
Rome and one week in Cairo, was in itself 
a totally incredible experience.” 

After Ethiopia, Denis St-Onge 
moved to Belgium where he 
completed his Bachelor of 

Science in 1957 and in 1962, obtained a 
doctorate in geomorphology from 
Louvain University. It is between these 
two milestones that his passion for arctic 
geography was born.  

A passion for the Arctic 
After his BSc, Denis St-Onge became a 
member of the Geography Branch with 
the Department of Mines and Natural 
Resources in Ottawa. His first task 
consisted of leading the translation  
of the Atlas of Canada! Then, in 1959,  
he became a member of the first team of 
the Polar Continental Shelf Project (PCSP) 
and there began his love story with the 
North. “The program exists to this day”, 
states Dr. St-Onge. “At the time, it 
consisted in such things as installing radio 
antennae and testing small amphibian 
vehicles. I took the opportunity to start 
collecting data.” His research on Ellef 
Ringnes Island served as a basis for his 
doctorate, which he completed in Belgium 
with the help of a bursary from the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

The span of his career saw him in many 
roles including research scientist, 
Director of the Geological Survey of 
Canada, professor with the Department 
of Geography and Vice-President of the 

University of Ottawa, and guest lecturer 
for close to fifteen years on ships cruising 
the Canadian Arctic. “On one occasion,  
I even had the Prime Minister and his  
wife on board.” 

Over the years, Denis St-Onge has been a 
member of a dozen societies and national 
and international organizations, including 
the International Association for 
Quaternary Research and the Canadian 
Association of Geographers. He has also 
received many awards, including the 
Diamond Jubilee Medal of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2012. “What I am 
most proud of receiving is the Order of 
Canada in 1996. That, and the Gold  
Medal from the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society.” 

Learn about the Erebus Medal, the 
discovery of the HMS Erebus shipwreck in 
the fall of 2014 and the 19th century 
Franklin expeditions on our website at 
ustboniface.ca/erebus. 

Did you know? 
Geomorphology is the study of the evolution of landforms in different regions. The Arctic landform is 
the result of the harsh climate and natural elements that prevail: cold, wind, water, etc. Generally 
speaking, Canada’s glacial history (glaciation-deglaciation, movement of boulders, etc.) has shaped the 
environment as we know it today. Manitoba’s fertile plains were formed from the layers of sediment 
deposited annually in Lake Agassiz some 12,000 years ago. The sandbanks we now see in the plains 
were once the beaches of this Lake. 

“I remember word for word the lyrics of Far away places with strange 
soundin’ names are callin’, callin’ me!” 

 Photo: courtesy of Denis St-Onge

Denis St-Onge receives the Erebus Medal 
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40 years of achievements! 
In 2015, Université de Saint-Boniface’s École technique et professionnelle (ETP) celebrated its 

40th anniversary and 2015-16 continues to highlight the numerous milestones that 

punctuate its expansion since 1975.

In addition to university 
programs, USB offers 
several technical and 
professional training 
programs. Founded in 
1975, École technique et 
professionnelle (ETP) 
pursues its mission to offer 
programs aligned with the 
emerging needs of the 
labour market in facilities 
with state-of-the-art 
technology. This mission 
includes meeting the 
specific and concrete 
needs of the Manitoba 
Francophone community 
in professional, social and 
linguistic fields. In its 
humble beginnings,  

ETP had a single Office Management program with 13 students 
but it has steadily grown to more than 15 different offerings and 
now has 400 students. Business Administration and Nursing 
programs alone attract more than half of its students. 

In addition to health care programs (Bachelor of Nursing,  
Diploma in Practical Nursing and Health Care Aide Certificate), 
more recent years have seen the addition of new programs,  
such as an Advanced Diploma in Para-professional Language 
Services and a Diploma in Health Care and Social Services 
Management. In addition, the Webmaster program, created in 
1996, was transformed into a Web Development program in 2014 
with specializations in multimedia or in programming. 

Readiness for employment 
At ETP, the length of programs varies, from one year (Certificate) 
to four years (BN). Generally, students are ready for professional 
employment in two years. More than 90% find employment within 
six months of obtaining their degree or diploma. Centred on 
practical experiences, all programs include practicums in a 
professional work setting. These programs can also serve as a 
springboard for university studies. 

Months of festivities 
“The 2015-16 academic year belongs to ETP!”, declared then 
director, Réjean Laroche and indeed, several activities to promote 
and showcase the USB’s École technique et professionnelle dot 
the calendar: alumni reunion, creation of an anniversary logo, 

publicity campaign (print media, 
radio, television, social networks, 
etc.), recognizing star alumni, a 
reception on June 16, 2016 and 
more! As regards recruitment,  
each of the programs will be given 
greater visibility, so stay tuned! 

ÉCOLE TECHNIQUE ET PROFESSIONNELLE

EXPANSION MILESTONES
Office Management  1975

Business Administration  1977 

Early Childhood Education  1989 

Health Care Aide  1994

Information Technology  1997

Multimedia Communications  1999

Tourism Management  2000

Diploma in Nursing  2001

Web Development  2006

Leadership in Early Childhood Education  2007

Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing  2011

Diploma in Practical Nursing  2012

Para-professional Language Services  2012

Health Care and Social Services Management  2013 

Accelerated Program in Early Childhood Education  2013

1975-2015

In its 40 years, the ETP has conferred 
1,995 diplomas!

Photo: USB archives
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EDUCATION

Passion and commitment:  
Meet Peter Dorrington! 
Peter Dorrington began his duties as USB’s Vice-President (Academic and Research) on June 1, 2015. 

He is a keen developer of postsecondary education in Francophone minority communities 

Photo: Dan Harper

Origins speak loudly 
His maternal grandmother was a French 
Canadian from Huron County in Ontario 
who was sent by her parents to Windsor, 
where she lost her first language. 
Attached to her origins, Peter’s mother 
learned French as a second language.  
This family history explains in large part 
our Vice-President’s commitment to the 
French language. Born in Nova Scotia, 
Peter grew up in the country where 
programs in French Immersion did not as 
yet exist. He started learning the basics of 
the language one hour per day at age 12. 

A passion is born 
In the second year of his Bachelor’s 
Degree, a professor convinced Peter to 
improve his mastery of the language by 
choosing French as a major. His professor 
also advanced the idea of going to France 
to complete the third year of his BA. 
Seizing the opportunity, Peter obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts with a double major in 
French and English in 1998 from 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, followed 
by a Master’s in French Literature in 1992. 
In 2001, he was hired as a lecturer by the 
French Department at the University of 
Regina. He became Assistant Professor in 
2003 and obtained his doctorate in 20th 
century French literature from Dalhousie 
University the following year. 

Up to the challenge!
Peter Dorrington was recruited in 2004 by 
the Institut français at the University of 
Regina to establish the Centre canadien de 
recherche sur les francophonies en milieu 
minoritaire (CRFM) (Canadian centre for 
research into minority Francophones). 
Under his leadership, the CRFM supported 
some forty projects throughout Canada 
and stood out for its proximity to French 

minority communities. “The project was 
ambitious”, he states. “The Institut français 
was born of a lobby for partnership 
between the community and the 
University of Regina. The objective was to 
create, within an Anglophone institution,  
a Francophone Unit with academic status 
equivalent to a faculty and bring together 
under one roof the various French-
Language Units. The Institut was 
empowered to confer degrees, enabling it 
to develop French-language education in 
Saskatchewan consistent with the 
Francophone vision.” These efforts bore 
fruit, for after years of lobbying, in 2015, 
the University of Regina created the Cité 
universitaire francophone, a new unit with 
faculty status that resulted from the 
integration of the Institut Français and the 
French Department. 

Innovation in research 
and teaching 
Although 20th century French Literature 
is his area of expertise, Peter’s interests 
in research now focus on intercultural 
dialogue, the building of inclusive 
Francophone communities and the 
university-community relationship in 
Francophone minority settings. 

In addition to the articles he publishes,  
he has co-edited a number of collective 
works. He recently published Le statut du 
français dans l’Ouest canadien : la cause 
Caron (Éditions Yvon Blais, 2014) 
following a university-community 
seminar. It is a text that the Supreme 
Court of Canada referenced in preparing 
to render its judgement on Caron, a case 
with major linguistic implications for 
Francophone communities in the West 
and in the North. 

As for teaching, Peter loves to innovate 
and has developed original courses such 
as Engagement sur le terrain de la 

francophonie (Active service in the 
French-speaking world), which credits 
students who engage in community 
development in Francophone countries. 
“I love teaching in minority communities. 
I am really privileged to be able to guide 
students in their social and intellectual 
development.”

Why Université de  
Saint-Boniface?
“USB has been a model for education in 
French in Western Canada for nearly 200 
years. Its new status as a university is a 
golden opportunity to move boldly and to 
innovate. If our specialty becomes study 
and research programs that are cohesive 
and unique in Canada, we will make a 
solid contribution on many levels to 
Francophone communities in Manitoba 
and throughout Canada. 

Visit ustaboniface.ca/Dorrington to learn 
more about Peter Dorrington. 
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Sportex adds luxury to the gym!
Renovations to Sportex, the USB fitness centre, which began in 
July of 2014, were finished by February 2015. The results are 
spectacular.

The new change rooms are more spacious, practical and 
luxurious. Lockers line the walls leaving the centre open, which is 
more convenient than the former configuration with the lockers 
in the middle. The new Z lockers, made in California, make it 
easier to hang coats and bags. 

The whirlpools and saunas have been replaced with steam rooms. 
As Roger Régnier, Associate Director of Sportex explains,  
“They’re hygienic, good for your health and your skin, free of 
chemicals, safe and easy to maintain.”

Sportex also made improvements to air 
circulation, plumbing, electrical services and 
laundry facilities.

News Briefs

Disability Studies Agreement
On December 3, 2014, International Day of Persons with Disabilities, an important 
cooperation agreement was signed by USB and the Canadian Centre on Disability 
Studies (CCDS) to develop research and education in French on disability issues.

Through this agreement, USB will help translate the CCDS website into French, 
encourage research in French in the area of disability studies by presenting the  
Tanis Doe Award annually to a worthy Francophone Canadian researcher, and offer 

new courses on disability issues.

“Similar courses are offered in English at the University of Winnipeg and the 
University of Manitoba, but there was nothing of the sort in French,” explains  
Dr. Maria Fernanda Arentsen, a USB professor and CCDS board member. “So I put 
together two courses that will now be part of the degree in French studies.”

The CCDS is a federal organization based in Winnipeg whose mission is to find 
solutions to the many issues faced by disabled persons.
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Retirements and Departures 
NEW HORIZONS

USB staff members enjoy their work, and the numbers prove it: 
over half of its 200 full-time employees have worked for the 
institution for over 10 years, and 10% have worked there for  
over 25 years.

Proud to retain its personnel for so long, each fall USB celebrates 
the careers of those employees who have retired after more  
than ten years’ service or who leave the University to take up 
other positions. 

The year 2015 saw the departure of  
ten long-term employees who each,  
in their own way, helped build USB  
into what it is today: Aurèle Boisvert, 
professor in the Faculty of  
Science (31 years of service);  

Robert Dumontier, Associate Director of Sports Programs  
(27 years of service); Gilbert Legal, instructor at École technique 
et professionnelle (26 years of service); Rolland Gaudet,  
professor in the Mathematics Department (27 years of service); 
Diane Johnson, Librarian (24 years of service); Roland Saurette, 
Academic Advisor (35 years of service); Marjolaine Pelletier,  
also an Academic Advisor and Counsellor (32 years of service), 
Danielle Seguin-Tétrault, Language Consultant in the  
Language Enrichment Service (10 years of service), 

Gisèle Barnabé, Director of the Development  
and Communications Office (29 years of service) and 
Didier Boulloigne, Caretaker (15 years of service). 

Two others were also honoured for their contributions:  
Francine Laurencelle, instructor at École technique et 
professionnelle (15 years of service), and Carmelle Mulaire, 
Recruitment and Housing Officer (14 years of service).  
Both left their jobs to take up other career challenges.
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From left to right: Diane Johnson, Gilbert Legal, Francine Laurencelle, Robert Dumontier,  
Aurèle Boisvert, Rolland Gaudet, Roland Saurette, Marjolaine Pelletier

A respected colleague and friend
More than just a professor, Luc Côté was 
above all a truly interesting character. 
Unassuming and straightforward, he was 
a lover of history who never went 
unnoticed and could draw people to  
his side. 

Originally from Quebec, Luc Côté began 
teaching history at Université de 
Saint-Boniface in 1992. Dedicated and 
professional, he tried to make students 
understand the full complexity of the 
historical events being discussed, by 
pushing them ever further in their 
intellectual processes. In his view, the 
study of history serves to develop the 
communication skills that help us to 
understand the world around us and 
ultimately participate in imagining the 
future. His passion for history and his 
optimism were contagious – just as  
was his laugh. 

A thoughtful man, a careful listener,  
Luc Côté quickly became a respected 
colleague and friend with whom 
discussions, whatever the subject,  
were always animated: about history,  
of course, but also about politics, 
humanity and the Montreal Canadians, 
who held his unwavering devotion.

In 2013, Luc became the first to receive 
the Excellence in Teaching Award, an 
honour bestowed on a faculty member 
who stands out for the quality of teaching 
and guiding his or her students at USB. 

During his 23 years at USB, Luc Côté 
contributed to the intellectual awakening 
of hundreds of students, not to mention 
his important contribution to the 
community in understanding the history 
of Manitoba through his Saturday radio 
spots on Radio-Canada. 

The whole community mourns his 
passing on October 13, 2015.
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DONOR PROFILE

Taking a cause  
to heart! 
Geordie Montgomery, Bachelor of Science (1997) from USB, is now an emergency doctor at 

Hôpital Montfort, the Francophone hospital of Ontario. A proud donor, he contributes annually 

to the Julie Paillé Sports Award Fund and to the new Fonds médecins-d’expression-française de 

l’USB (French-speaking doctors’ fund). 

Originally from Ottawa, the Montgomery 
family moved to Winnipeg when  
Geordie was eight. “My parents were 
Anglophones, but they were convinced 
that learning a second language was a 
good thing, and they believed that 
non-native speakers have a place among 
Canadian Francophones. My brothers 
and I went to French Immersion schools.  
I had the opportunity to get to know an 
amazing community because of them, 
and I am happy to be a part of it today.” 

In love with Manitoba
After attending École Guyot School and 
Collège Béliveau, Geordie Montgomery 
steadfastly continued studying in French 
at Université de Saint-Boniface, in the 
Bachelor of Science program. “My two 
younger brothers did the same. One went 
on to do a bachelor of nursing and the 
other went into education,” explains 
Geordie Montgomery. “They both work in 
Manitoba, and my parents still live here.” 
Geordie then trained as a paramedic at  
the Cité collégiale in Ottawa before being 
admitted to the University of Ottawa  
in medicine (four-year program). He 
completed his specialization (five years) at 
McMaster University in Hamilton. Since 
then he has worked as an emergency 
doctor in Ontario’s only Francophone 
teaching hospital, “an obvious choice for 
me, because I always loved the community 
side of my childhood and my studies in the 
Francophone community of St. Boniface”.

Memories of USB
What does he remember from his years in 
St. Boniface and at USB? “My university 
was like one big happy family,” he says. 
“The professors taught us directly, without 
assistants, and were always available. You 
could knock on their office doors; you 
don’t see that much in other institutions.  
I even played squash at lunch with one of 
them! And as we advanced in our 
program, we became even friendlier. 
Sometimes there were only four of us in a 
class! Everyone knew each other and 
talked to each other.” 

Choosing a cause 
Geordie’s father, a graduate of McGill 
University, always maintained that it was 
important to keep supporting one’s 
school after graduation. So this is a 
perfectly natural gesture for someone 
who was so fond of USB and the 
surrounding community. 

Geordie Montgomery was able to find 
two funds that suit him as a donor.  
The first, the Julie Paillé Sports Award 
Fund, was set up in memory of a young 
Sportex employee that Geordie knew 
well. “Julie died suddenly of cancer at 
the end of 2011. USB renamed the 
sports award in her honour, and  
from the start this really meant 
something to me.” 

The second fund Dr. Montgomery 
invests in was set up in the fall of 2014, 
the brainchild of four French-speaking 
doctors from Manitoba, to encourage 
medical studies. “I really like the idea 
that we can choose the cause or 
causes that speak to us,” he said. 

The student aid program at USB has 
more than 140 funds to choose from, 
with themes as varied as translation, 
nursing, research and teaching, as well 
as 80 non-designated funds. There is 
something for everyone.

My father always maintained that it was important 
to keep supporting one’s school after graduation.
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Gentlemen of Distinction 
An honorary doctorate for Dean Louder 
At the June 1, 2015 convocation in St. Boniface Cathedral, Université de Saint-Boniface 
bestowed upon Dean Louder a Doctor of Laws honoris causa. This retired professor from 
Laval University was honoured for his remarkable contribution to the impact of the 
French language in North America.

Throughout his long career, Dr. Louder took an interest in the many groups of Francophones 
in North America, from Acadia and New England to Ontario, the Midwestern United States 
and Western Canada. As a result of his fascinating excursions, vast numbers of students were 
introduced to different Francophone communities, very much alive all over the continent.

After a conference on North American French-speakers that took place in New Orleans, Louisiana, he co-edited Du continent perdu à 
l’archipel retrouvé : le Québec et l’Amérique française, (From lost continent to the rediscovered archipelago: Quebec and French America) 
published in 1983. His collected works have left an indelible mark on research into the French-speakers of North America. 

AWARDS AND HONORS

An honorary diploma for 
Raymond Lafond
For his brilliant career in management and his important  
volunteer work, Franco-Manitoban Raymond Lafond was 
awarded the 4th honorary diploma to be bestowed by  
Université de Saint-Boniface. The ceremony took place at  
the École technique et professionnelle (ETP) convocation  
on June 17, 2015. 

As a professional accountant both provincially and nationally, 
Raymond Lafond held several important positions, for instance 
at the Catholic Health Corporation of Manitoba, the Grey Nuns’ 
Corporation of Manitoba and the Caisse Desjardins de  
Saint-Boniface. 

“But above all,” insists Réjean LaRoche, ETP Director,  
“Raymond Lafond has always been actively involved in his 
community, whether in his own field or in other areas such as 
parish life, education or French-language healthcare services.” 
Raymond Lafond also played a role in setting up the St. Boniface 
Health Centre and the foundation for the Despins residence.” 

Roger Léveillé 
receives  
CIEF Prize 
On June 8, 2015, multi-
disciplinary Franco-Manitoba 
author Roger Léveillé was 
awarded the annual prize by 
the Conseil international 
d’études francophones (CIEF). 

“The CIEF annual meeting is 
an opportunity to reward a 
person from the region where 

it is held who has spent a part of their life celebrating 
and promoting the French language”, explains CIEF 
President and USB professor Lise Gaboury-Diallo. 

“Post-modern novels, poetry, essays on Franco-
Manitoban literature, hybrid texts, collages, glosses, 
humour, visuals, philosophy – J. R. Léveillé’s artistic 
output is characteristic of the vitality and richness of 
the community and of Franco-Manitoban culture. 
Roger Léveillé is the first person from Western Canada 
to receive the CIEF Prize.
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USB maintains close ties with the surrounding Francophone community, and 

has done so ever since the arrival of Father Norbert Provencher in 1818. In 

2014-15 USB showed its community spirit by participating in or initiating a 

number of projects.

Reunited 35 years later! 
Nearly sixty graduates from the 1980 class of the former high school, Collège secondaire de 
Saint-Boniface (CSSB) were reunited at USB on Friday, June 5, 2015, to celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of their graduation. During this friendly get-together, they talked about their 
various career paths, which sometimes took them out of province, as was the case for a small 
delegation from Vancouver. After spending a solemn moment for the six classmates who have 
passed away since 1980, they took a group photo on the steps of the Cathedral, exactly where 
their graduation photo had been taken 35 years ago.

Here, with my community

Are you interested in 
organizing a reunion? 
Contact the USB 
Alumni Association at 
1818@ustboniface.ca.
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Dedication Recognized 

THE MAYOR’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD 
FOR DOMINIQUE ARBEZ 

Early Childhood Education instructor Dominique Arbez 
received the Mayor’s Volunteer Service Award on April 14, 2015 
for having founded the Alliance allosexuelle-hétérosexuelle at 
Université de Saint-Boniface three years previously. 

It was the students and members of the Alliance who 
nominated Dominique Arbez for this prize. “Dominique was 
essential to the creation of this group and she remains  
an important resource for us,” explains Eric Friesen,  
nursing student and Alliance representative for the  
USB student association. 

The Alliance is the first Francophone resource centre for the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transvestite and transsexual (LGBTT) 
community in St. Boniface. It has a dozen volunteers, 20 active 
students and over 40 members. It has held a seat in the USB 
student association (AEUSB) since 2014.

Scouts 

FIRST AID LESSONS AT USB

On March 25, 2015, USB hosted twenty young 
girls from the 99th unit of the Manitoba Girl 
Guides of Canada who came to take basic  
first aid lessons. The idea originated with 
Anne-Lise Costeux, a nursing instructor at 
École technique et professionnelle and  
leader of the 99th unit.

“The girls, aged 9 to 12, had to do a module  
on safety for their Girl Guides program.  
The health sciences and social services 
building, Pavillon Marcel-A.-Desautels, has a 
simulation centre that is just perfect for this 
type of lesson!”
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We want to hear from you!
Sous la coupole coupole is your magazine! Feel free to tell us about 
any news events that deserve mention in these pages! This can 
include a particular achievement by an alumnus, a project underway, 
or an event that may be of interest to readers. Do you like to write 
and wish you could contribute? Please do! 

Contact Dominique Philibert at 204-237-1818, ext. 510,  
or at communications@ustboniface.ca.

CICan
ETP HOST TO CANADIAN COLLEGES

In May 2015, École technique et professionnelle in partnership 
with Assiniboine College, The Manitoba Institute of Trades and 
Technology and Red River College, hosted the annual meeting of 
Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan). Some 700 participants 
came from all across Canada as well as delegates from  
31 other countries. 

Topics under discussion at the three-day meetings included 
Aboriginal education, applied research and leadership.  
Réjean LaRoche, ETP Director, was proud of his institution’s 
participation in such a prestigious event: “We made every effort  
to have participants see the best of what Manitoba has to offer, 
and we definitely succeeded.”

 

WINTER 2016 15



Boutique
Show your USB pride! Visit our online 
boutique at ustboniface.ca/boutique or in 
person at the Recruitment Office (room 
1433), 200 De la Cathédrale Avenue in 
St. Boniface. You’ll find lots to choose 
from: office supplies, clothing, cups, 
bags, bottles, etc. Show you are proud 
to have studied at USB! Wear the school 
colours to your reunions! 

The Pan Am Flame  
at USB 
On June 22, the Pan American Games 
flame came to USB to share the spirit of 
the Games with the community.  
The Torch Relay took place at the corner 
of Aulneau Street and De la Cathédrale 
Avenue, with USB President,  
Gabor Csepregi, Daniel Boucher, CEO  
of the Société franco-manitobaine,  
and Manitoba Premier, Greg Selinger,  
in attendance.

Book Launch for Pauline Boutal: An Artist’s Destiny
The hardcover, large format art book Pauline Boutal : destin d’artiste, edited by Louise Duguay 
and published by Les Éditions du Blé in 2008, was translated into English and published by 
the University of Manitoba Press in the fall of 2015. The launch of Pauline Boutal: An Artist’s 
Destiny took place in the Centre étudiant Etienne-Gaboury on October 21. 

As a painter, fashion illustrator, stage costume and set designer, and theatre director, 
Pauline Boutal is a major figure in the 20th century Manitoba and Canadian art scene.  
She received numerous awards for her contribution to Canadian theatre, including the 
Order of Canada. 

In this richly illustrated 300-page 
book, Louise Duguay draws an 
intimate portrait of this woman 
and her three artistic careers, 
thanks to the discovery of her 
letters to a friend in Montreal. 

As Louise Duguay explains,  
“It was Patricia Bovey, former 
director of the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery, who urged us to carry out 
this translation project. She was 
convinced that Pauline Boutal’s 
role in Canadian art history 
should reach a wider public.”

Heading to 200 years 
BY CAROLE PELCHAT, ARCHIVIST

A face-off for Le Collège! 

Did you know that hockey has played an 
important role in student life since the 
days of the former Collège 100 years ago? 
At one time, there were as many as five 
skating rinks on campus! Les Amateurs 
was one of the first clubs started at  
Le Collège to become the second division 
league, begun in 1904. Antoine Gingras,  
a former student and winner of the 1901 
Stanley Cup with the Winnipeg Victorias, 
was the coach of this team for nearly  
ten years. During the 1930s, Le Collège 
took part in the parish league at the 
Midget level. 

Later, in 1944-45, Father Forget 
established the Atoms. Teams measured 
their skills against other schools such  
as Jardin Langevin, the Juniorat and 
Provencher. 

The main Collège team, the CSB I, was 
renowned for its high calibre, having 
several times competed in professional 
leagues. In March 1962, thanks to an 
offensive line from the village of Letellier, 
made up of Dansereau, Comeault and 
Bouchard, the CSB I team took the  
Molloy cup!

Do you remember any hockey exploits 
from Collège days? Do you have any 
photos or old team jerseys? If you do, 
please contact Carole at the USB 
archives, at 204-237-1818 ext. 398.

ustboniface.ca/boutique

 Photo: courtesy of SFM

Photo: Dominique Philibert

Photo: USB archives
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Join the Network! 
USB hopes to broaden its Alumni Association to include anyone who has received a 
degree, diploma or certificate, whether from the university, the college or the  
former high school. 

“I appreciate the services and the privileges the Alumni Association offers. Access to 
the library collection and reduced rates for my Sportex fees, these are only some of 
the advantages. And as I subscribe to the USB e-bulletin, I can always keep up with 
events at USB.” Do like Régis Gosselin (BA 1973) and subscribe to the online edition 
of Sous la coupole Express at ustboniface.ca/slcexpress. 

You can also visit ustboniface.ca/1818 to know what your privileges are.

RÉSEAU DES DIPLÔMÉS

ustboniface.ca/carrefour

In Memoriam 
In 2014-15, several USB alumni have left us. 
We thank them for their community 
involvement and wish to express our sincere 
condolences to their families and friends. 

The list above may not be comprehensive.  
If you wish to mention someone who  
is deceased, please contact us at  
1818@ustboniface.ca.

ERRATUM 

In the last edition of Sous la Coupole,  
Ms. Elizabeth Reimer was listed as  
deceased. This is not so, and we offer  
our most sincere apologies. 

2014
Fernand Balcaen

Richard Benoit

Napoléon Boulet

Sylvia Cadieux

Jean-Paul Courcelles

Carmelle Dumontier

Agathe Fournier

Denis Grégoire

Dolorès Hébert

Amédée Isabey

Benjamin  
Kazadi-Shabani

Henri Labossière

Père Gérald 
Labossière

Maurice Lafrenière

Raynald Lavack

Clément Lavoie

Roger Millier

Maurice Potvin

Henri Prescott

Gilbert Teffaine

2015
Augustine Abraham

Aimé Barsalou

Florent Beaudette

Louis Dedieu

Bertrand Delaquis

Gabriel Dufault

Aline Duval

Rénald Gagnon

Claudette Grenier

André Huberdeau

Roland Labossière

Monique Mulaire

Jeannine Prescott

Roland Prescott

Gérald Turenne

Louis Vielfaure

Carrefour Sous la coupole

Your Webspace
Carrefour Sous la coupole is a Webspace 
where the latest information about USB is 
posted and archived. You will find profiles 
of professors, researchers, donors, 
alumni and staff members, the latest 
editions of Sous la coupole in PDF format, 
contests, videos, and news items.

As part of the USB website, Carrefour 
Sous la coupole is an excellent source of 
information for those who want to keep 
up with events at USB. 

Have a look around!

Photo: Réal Durand
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You can use the form if you received one in the mail.

By phone: call Joelle Boisvert at 204-237-1818, ext. 409. 

Online: go to ustboniface.ca/jedonne or to info@canadgives.ca. You can choose 
between one-time or monthly donations, and pay by credit card or PayPal. You can 
even dedicate your donation to the memory of someone dear. Fast, easy and secure, 
online giving is definitely the simplest way to contribute to USB’s future. 

Thank you for your generosity.

Give to your university

There are several ways to donate to Université de Saint-Boniface.


