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A Year of Innovation

and Collaboration
Students are the priority at Université de Saint-Boniface, as well as its heart,
soul and raison d’être. Throughout the school year, every decision, initiative,
reflection and commitment undertaken is inspired by a deep desire to offer the
university community the tools it needs to succeed, grow and reach beyond its
limits. 2019-2020 was inspiring, productive, engaging and a year filled with
hope as a new decade began.
For a list of the year’s generous donors and our revised financial statements,
go to ustboniface.ca/en/annual-reports.

AN IDEAL ENVIRONMENT
An Investment in Legal Translation

30 Years of Student Theatre

Université de Saint-Boniface (USB) received a federal grant of $710,410 over four years
to support the development of 10 online legal translation and law courses that will
complement existing undergraduate programs. The 30 credits will count toward an
honours degree in Translation or serve as refresher courses for lawyers, translators and
other professionals. The new courses are meant to bolster legal translation capacity
in the public and private sectors across Canada and improve access to services and
documents in French. Three courses will be developed each year until 2023, with the
first cohort of students expected to start in the 2021 academic year.

USB’s student theatre troupe, Les Chiens de soleil, has
been shaping the cultural landscape of the province’s
Francophone community for 30 years. A vital artistic
hub for emerging creators, the troupe has always
distinguished itself by the boldness of its productions
and creations, as well as its training capacity. In the
past three decades, more than 80 plays have been
staged, creating space for freedom of expression and
growth and inspiring passion for theatre.

Law, an Excellent Career
USB has increased its efforts to promote legal studies
and careers in French. In addition to the fact that
Université de Moncton and the University of Ottawa
reserve spaces for USB students in their Bachelor of
Law programs and that the University of Manitoba
offers 30 credits in French as part of its own Bachelor
of Law program, USB was busy generating interest in
law by organizing two activities that marked the start
of the 2019 school year: the Supreme Court of Canada’s visit to the Étienne Gaboury
Student Centre and the holding of Journée juridique (Law Day).
USB and the Association des juristes d’expression française du Manitoba (AJEFM)
jointly organized a first-ever Journée juridique on October 28 to raise student
awareness of a variety of legal topics, including language rights, and to introduce
them to the many career opportunities available in the field. Workshops on business
start-ups and human rights were offered, and six lawyers from diverse backgrounds,
including private practice, the public service and the corporate sector, shared their
experiences. Over 70 people took part in the event.

New Programs
Students in the Faculty of Arts had
new programs to choose from in
fall 2019: an advanced major in
History and an advanced major in
Intercultural Leadership. These majors can be
declared as part of the current Bachelor of Arts
degree or combined to form a brand-new double
honours degree. Each program ends with an
internship or a research project.
The 48-credit-hour Intercultural Leadership
major is designed for students wishing
to develop their leadership skills, explore
cultural diversity and build bridges between
communities. Interdisciplinary in nature, the
major draws on perspectives from history,
anthropology, sociology, political science,
philosophy and sociolinguistics.

RECRUITMENT
Local Recruitment Numbers
2019-2020

Number
of activities

Number of
individuals reached

USB campus tours

10

290

High school presentations

23

738

Fairs

27

2,096

8

437

16

553

7

103

95

4,221

(April 1, 2019, to March 31, 2020)

Parent-teacher meetings
Special events
Orientation sessions (by USB staff and students)
TOTAL ACTIVITIES / INDIVIDUALS REACHED

National Recruitment

International Recruitment

• Participation in Franco-fièvre
in Saskatchewan

• 4 target markets: France, Morocco, Senegal,
United States

• Participation in a tour of
• 10 international fairs: Lyon and Paris (France),
several schools in Saskatchewan
Casablanca, Marrakech and Rabat (Morocco),
Yaoundé and Douala (Cameroon), Abidjan
• Virtual presence in five
(Ivory Coast) and Dakar (Senegal)
education fairs in Alberta
• New officer for the Moroccan market
• New markets explored: Mauritania and Benin
• New partnership with the Canadian Embassy
in Paris to hold presentations and one-on-one
meetings at the embassy

New Strategic Plan for
2020-2025
The university’s Recruitment Office
undertook an extensive consultation with
all USB departments to obtain detailed
information on each program and review
how recruitment has evolved since 2012.
One of the findings was that the profile
of a typical USB student has changed: in
addition to high school students, adults who
are changing careers also have a significant
need for postsecondary training. By building
on existing relationships with community
partners, USB hopes to gain a deeper
understanding of current postsecondary
needs so as to be better equipped to meet
them. In addition, while maintaining its
emphasis on a personalized approach, the
Recruitment Office also hopes to launch
more program-specific initiatives.

A Web Portal for School Counsellors
The creation of this portal was a recommendation by a joint
committee made up of representatives from USB, the Division
scolaire franco-manitobaine (DSFM) and Manitoba immersion
schools, and is accessible to all school counsellors. It
brings together, in a single resource, all the tools that a
teacher or counsellor might need to guide students in
their journey towards studying at USB. It also enables
counsellors to find information on the latest USB events and
request a presentation or campus tour directly online.

Translation and Citizen Science

RESEARCH
Over $4.5 Million for Research on
Francophone Migration
Professor Yves Frenette, holder of the Tier 1 Canada Research
Chair in Migration, Transfers and Francophone Communities,
was awarded a grant of $2,495,100 over seven years from the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
for his project entitled Trois siècles de migrations francophones
en Amérique du Nord (1640-1940) [three centuries of
Francophone migration in North America (1640-1940)].
This large-scale research project will see the involvement of
25 co-researchers and 15 collaborators, as well as
27 partnerships with postsecondary institutions and heritage
organizations from Canada, the U.S. and Europe, which have
committed to contributing an additional $2,094,873.
The project aims to shed light on the central role played by
the migration of Francophones in the genesis and evolution
of North American populations over a span of three centuries.
It will also advance thinking and discussion on current affairs
and issues surrounding immigration, cultural diversity and
togetherness, and examine the impact of migrations on the
collective and individual experiences of Francophones in
North America.

A Study on the Status of
Indochinese Refugees
A research project led by professor
and researcher Phi-Vân Nguyen
was awarded a grant of nearly
$100,000 from the Insight
Program of the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of
Canada (SSHRC).
The project examines the Indochinese refugee
crisis between 1975 and 1995 and demonstrates
that at an international conference in Geneva in
1979, 60 countries agreed to guarantee automatic
asylum to anyone fleeing the Indochinese
Peninsula, a gesture that was motivated as much
by political interests as it was by humanitarian
concerns. Nguyen situates the Indochinese refugee
issue at the heart of the Cold War and explores
how cultural representations and transnational
mobilization have created a political, rather than
legal, category: refugees of communism.

Professor and researcher Renée Desjardins was the winner of an
Insight grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada of nearly $38,000 for her project entitled
Citizen Science, Translation, and Social Media. Ranked in the
top sextile of more than 1,500 applications, the project
examines the role of translation and multilingual
communication on social platforms geared to
participatory science where the general public is asked
to help confirm or supplement scientific information.
The well-known Zooniverse platform was chosen as
the first source of samples, with a total of
132 scientific projects uploaded during the
2018-2019 academic year.
The aim of the research project is to
determine what translation strategies
are used to increase citizen participation
and ensure the dissemination of scientific
knowledge. Desjardins will release her
findings in a monograph entitled When
Translation Goes Digital (to be published
by Palgrave Macmillan).

Spotlight on Canadian and
International Francophonies
Canadian and international Francophonies were the
focus of a series of events in fall 2019 that stemmed
from a collaboration between USB’s Canada Research
Chair on Migration, Transfers and Francophone
Communities (CRC-MTFC), the Association
francophone pour le savoir - Manitoba Chapter
(Acfas-MB), and the Centre d’études francocanadiennes de l’Ouest (CEFCO).
Three specialists were invited to a
round-table event to discuss the
relationship between the French
language and the phenomena of
colonization and decolonization,
comparing Canada’s experience
with other examples around the
world. Another event called Dialogue
also took place. This was an initiative
that provided an opportunity to hear the
perspective of Professor Claude Couture, a
historian at the University of Alberta’s Campus
Saint-Jean and a Montreal native. He spoke about
Western Canada through a variety of themes, including
understanding Canadian history in the context of the
evolution of historiography on the British Empire,
interdisciplinarity and Canadian studies.

Ethics Bowl

COMMUNITY
A Shared Vision for USB and the DSFM
USB and the DSFM signed an agreement on November 27, 2019,
to strengthen and formalize their existing collaboration. The
three-year agreement will enable the two organizations to align
their objectives in order to ensure the development of Frenchlanguage education in Manitoba, from early childhood to
postsecondary studies.
The agreement highlights eight areas of work, including
facilitating the recruitment of DSFM students by USB;
participating in the development of dual-recognition courses and
assisting in their delivery; collaborating on teacher development
and in-service training; promoting educational, socio-cultural
and sports initiatives;
and exploring a
partnership to deliver
trade-related courses
and programs.

Help with Managing Internships
USB’s École technique et professionnelle (ETP)
came up with a creative solution to address
a strong need for support in managing
internships in the institution’s college- and
university-level business and technology
programs: creating a position that gives
employers a single point of contact
for finding interns. Geneviève Bourrier
officially began her new duties as Internship
Coordinator in February 2020. ETP can now
better meet the needs of employers and ensure
a strong link between the employment community and
students while providing more support to students looking
for work.

Five schools gathered at USB
on December 12, 2019, for
the second Francophone
edition of the High School
Ethics Bowl, organized by
the Manitoba Association
for Rights and Liberties, the
Canadian Commission for
UNESCO and USB. Students
from École/Collège régional Gabrielle-Roy, Collège Louis-Riel, École
communautaire Gilbert-Rosset, École communautaire Réal-Bérard
and Collège Béliveau participated in the event.
Despite the Bowl’s competitive format, cooperation is a key feature
of the event, which resembles a debate. The first team initiates a
discussion on a given theme, and the second team must further that
discussion. “The idea is to consider a problem from all angles and
come up with different solutions,” says the professor in charge of the
event, Antoine Cantin-Brault. “Students must demonstrate not only
their knowledge, but also their ability to listen to, and consider, other
opinions.” Though the final scores were close, Collège Louis-Riel won
for a second year in a row.

Clear Chemistry Between USB and Roquette
From December 2 to 17, 2019, USB’s
Continuing Education Division (CED) provided
specialized training in chemistry to a dozen or
so supervisors from Roquette, a world leader
in plant-based ingredients and a plant protein pioneer, at
the company’s offices in Southport.
The CED team has been working for several years to
develop personal and professional enrichment courses
for employers. The Roquette chemistry training is part
of those efforts. In late 2018, the company approached
the university to develop roughly 80 hours of specialized,
English- and French-language training in chemistry. The
project was entrusted to François Gauvin, a professor in
the Faculty of Science, and Anne-Marie Maupertuis, who
works in USB’s Language Enrichment Service but has a
background in chemistry.

Franséjour: Intensive Language Training
After a few years’ hiatus, the CED’s former Élan immersion program returned
as Franséjour and was held for the first time from February 3 to 6, 2020,
at USB. The revamped program still allows adults wishing to improve their
French to immerse themselves in a French-speaking environment but with
a new approach. One of the changes involves working with a cultural group
from the Francophone community. This year, it was the Cercle Molière theatre
company. Franséjour primarily targets professionals from a variety of settings
with intermediate or advanced proficiency in French.

THE YEAR 2019-2020 IN PHOTOS
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Launching a New Decade
Under a Banner of Change
and Renewal
In 2019, USB welcomed a new president, the 45th person to hold the
position. The 2019-2020 academic year was also marked by many
accomplishments and ongoing refinement of programs and services,
as well as the start of a strategic planning exercise aimed at charting a
course for USB’s future. Students remain the university’s core focus, and
year after year we strive to go above and beyond to offer an unparalleled
experience aimed at ensuring the academic success, well-being and
fulfilment of all.

Our 140th Convocation!

A New President

Some 212 degrees were conferred and 17 recipients
of awards and medals were honoured at USB’s 140th
convocation held on June 10, 2019. Also worth
mentioning is the fact that the cohort of 65 Bachelor
of Education graduates was the largest of the
millennium! An honorary doctorate was awarded to
Carolyn Duhamel for her remarkable contribution to the
development of Manitoba’s Francophone community.
Throughout her career in education, Ms. Duhamel has
consistently taken concrete steps to advance pedagogy
in Manitoba.

Sophie Bouffard, the second female president
in USB’s history and the 45th person to hold the
position, took office on August 1, 2019. With a
doctorate in Musicology (2011) from the University of
Regina and a master’s degree in Music (2000) from
Université Laval, the professional opera soprano has
performed extensively in Canada and abroad. She is a
new-music specialist and several works have also been
composed for her.

USB’s college graduation ceremony, held on
June 13, 2019, was an opportunity to grant
77 diplomas to deserving students. Five awards and
seven medals were presented at the event. Joanne
Colliou, a 1989 graduate of USB’s Early Childhood
Education program, was recognized for her
achievements with an honorary diploma highlighting
her commitment to, and expertise in, the field.

Since arriving on the job, her analytical skills and
empathy, as well as her committed and enthusiastic
leadership style have already enabled her to advance
several issues of importance to USB’s development.
Her experience in communities in western Canada
and Ontario adds to an already impressive profile and
fits perfectly with Manitoba’s Francophone minority
language context.

A New Record at the Soirée d’excellence!
USB’s 21st Soirée d’excellence, held on November 21, 2019, was an opportunity to
highlight the success of its students, who received a record $600,000 in scholarships
and bursaries.
The evening gave the university a chance to thank the people who made these
scholarships and bursaries possible: the donors. Roughly 300 people attended
the event, which also showcased the generosity of Lucille Blanchette, who has been
donating to USB since 1989. The evening marked the 30th anniversary of her philanthropic
relationship with the institution.

A Historic Visit
In September 2019, the Supreme Court of
Canada left Ottawa for an exceptional week-long
stay in Winnipeg. The decision to sit outside the
national capital for the first time in Canadian
history was reportedly part of the Court’s efforts
to be open and accessible.
USB, in cooperation with the Manitoba Court
of Appeal and the Association des juristes d’expression française du
Manitoba, welcomed the nine Supreme Court justices and invited them to
its campus to meet with students and representatives of organizations in
order to hear their positions on various social and legal issues that impact
French-speaking Manitoba. The visit took place on September 27, a day
dedicated to First Nations, Métis and Francophones.

Another Championship Win!
When the thrilling action of the last
four minutes of regulation time
took the game into overtime, the
league’s most valuable player,
Katie Moniot, fired a powerful
shot past Red River College’s
goalkeeper with 2.8 seconds
remaining in the final period of
overtime, giving the USB Rouges their
second straight futsal championship
victory. The team’s play during the final
game exemplified their tenacity and
sportsmanship throughout the season.

Together, to End Violence
A special event to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the
Polytechnique tragedy in Montreal and reflect on the violence
still being perpetrated against women was held at the Étienne
Gaboury Student Centre on December 6, 2019.
The format chosen was that of a short but intense ceremony,
bringing together approximately 100 people. White ribbons
and pins were offered to participants, 14 candles were lit by
14 different people, and photos of the victims were projected
onto a giant screen. A minute of silence was also observed.
A fine balance was struck between commemorating the
14 victims and broadening the topic so that, on the one hand,
the young women of Polytechnique were remembered while,
on the other, current violence, particularly against Indigenous
women, was also reflected upon. The ceremony began and
ended with an invocation to the sound of drumming. Three
red dresses, symbolizing Canada’s missing and murdered
Indigenous women, were hung above the stage.

Already 50 Years!
Roughly 20 Bachelor of Arts alumni gathered at their alma
mater in July 2019, 50 years after receiving their diploma.
The emotional 1969 class reunion was organized by a
small committee of alumni who worked to track down the
43 former graduates. Nearly 20 of them answered the
call and gathered at the Étienne Gaboury Student Centre.
Nostalgia filled the air and some felt a little lost in what they
once knew as Le Collège. The event was an opportunity to
reminisce for these former students who spent part of their
youth within the university’s walls and for whom coming
back was a moving experience.

Walk, Jog or Run!
Construction Begins

The 2nd edition of La Grande Foulée took
place on September 14, 2019, with a
turnout of nearly 80 friends of USB.
La Grande Foulée is an annual gathering
where alumni, students and community
members are invited to stretch their legs on
a 5-km journey through the streets of
St. Boniface. Once again, the event
accomplished its mission of promoting physical
activity and well-being, and it was also an opportunity to
collect donations for the athletic bursaries offered by USB,
including the Julie Paillé scholarship.

The university’s fundraising campaign, launched on
March 10, 2020, has a specific and ambitious goal:
to raise $1 million to build a learning and childcare
centre on campus. The new 7,800-square-foot
space will accommodate 80 children, including
16 infants and 64 preschoolers, and be located on the
vacant lot next to the Marcel-A.-Desautels pavilion,
at the corner of Aulneau and Despins. The Seeing
Further campaign will provide financial support to the
centre, which will address an urgent need
for French-language child care spaces.
The centre will cater to parents studying
at the university and families in the
surrounding Francophone community.

The day included a live performance by a singer-songwriter,
a “look and find” game on the course, a participation gift
and a free barbecue meal for all in attendance.

This $6.6-million project received
$2.08 million from the Government of
Canada, $900,000 from the Province of
Manitoba and a generous contribution of
$750,000 from USB students. In addition
to coordinating the project, USB has
committed to providing $1.87 million and
raising $1 million in private donations.

In Memory of Yvonne
On May 8, 2019, USB launched the brand-new
Yvonne Boulianne Scholarship Fund to honour
the immense legacy of this woman with a heart
of gold. The bursary will be awarded to a student
currently enrolled in the nursing program who
demonstrates the same qualities that made
Yvonne an admirable nurse.
Her passion for providing nursing care led her
to work until the age of 76. Sadly, Yvonne died
suddenly in the fall of 2017. The outpouring of love and support from all those
whose lives she enriched inspired the idea of a scholarship fund to honour the
memory of this nurse who was always ready to help and support others.

Rock and Rudy!
USB’s Alumni Network partnered with the Festival du
Voyageur to put on a concert by Quebec rock group
Vilain Pingouin on Saturday, February 15, 2020, at the
Relais du voyageur, located at the Centre culturel francomanitobain. The group performed a number of hits for
a packed audience in Jean-Paul Aubry Hall and delivered
an energetic performance that electrified the multigenerational crowd.
The show was the fourth in a series of annual concerts
that has also featured singer-songwriters Zachary Richard,
Laurence Jalbert and Isabelle Boulay.

Artistic Exploration
2019-2020 was another year of artistic exploration for the Les Chiens de Soleil
theatre troupe, with Pièces de résistance, presented in November 2019, and
Une pelletée de poèmes, in January 2020.
The initial concept led to the production of three new short plays by emerging
Manitoba writers: Débâcle by Katrine Deniset, Étrange by Ben Maréga and
Une vraie Jolicoeur by Mylène Simard. The works were directed by three students:
Ariane Freynet-Gagné, Eunice Muzibao and Emilie Morier-Roy.
Poetry readings by Francophone poets from Manitoba and Ontario took place in
early 2020. Charles Leblanc, Bathélemy Bolivar, Lise Gaboury-Diallo, Bertrand
Nayet, Katrine Deniset, Reza Rezaï and Amber O’Reilly each read a variety of
selections, to the delight of French-language enthusiasts.
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Tétrault, Robert
Tetreault, Maurice R.
Tetreault, Earl and Fleurette
The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

Rocque, Rachelle

The Louis Joseph Oscar Balcaen
Family Trust

Rodger, Christie

The Manitoba Teachers’ Society

Ross, Stacey

Therrien, Maurice and Diane

Rosset, Geneviève

Tougas, Nicole

Roy, Dr Robert T.

Trudel, Donald

Roy, Guy and Hélène

Tumilson, Gordon

Roy, Monique

Valenti, Jean

Roy, Robert

Vallée, Nicole

Roy-Wsiaki, Geneviève

Vandal, Pat

Ruest, Joël

Vandale, Gérald

Ruest, Paul and Jeannette

Verrier, Roméo and Rose

Rutten Holdings Ltd.

Versavel, Neil

Saindon, Cathy

Victor dit Vouillon, Jean and Hélène

Parent, Serge

Saint-Pierre, Chantal

Vigier, Darcelle

Parent-Aubry, Simone

Sanftleben, Bertha

Villa Youville

Payne, Heather

Saquet, Jacques and Claudette

Vincent, Lorraine

Pelchat, Carole and Léo

Schwab, Adrian

Vinet, Joanne

Penner, Hillari

Schwab, Amy

Violy, Christian

Penner, Leonard

Seagrave, Holly

Willmetts, Kathleen

Perrin, Lucille

Seminega, Tharcisse

Woodham, Paul

Perron, Christian and
Nicole Beaudry

Senger, Diane

Zellama, Faïçal

Nguyen, Phi-Vân
Normandeau, Rosaire
Normandeau, Yvette
Noseworthy, Kristopher
Nyongwa, Moses
Oulé, Mathias
Pachal, Rachel
Paillé, Henri and Louise
Paille, Serge
Painchaud, Claire
Paine, Kevin
Pantel, Édith and Roland
Paquin, Robert and
Michelle Fréchette

Financial Statements
Results for the year ended March 31, 2020

Income sources

Income
Grants, Province of Manitoba

$18.172,000

Grants, Government of Canada

$5,618,000

Tuition

$5,763,000

Investment income

$1,645,000

Other income

$1,516,000

Donations other than endowments

$274,000

Rent and parking

$756,000

Total

Grants - provincial government 54%
Grants - federal government 17%
Tuition 17%
Investment income 5%
Other income 4%
Donations 1%
Rent and parking 2%

$33,744,000

Expenses
Instruction

$17,262,000

Operation and maintenance of facilities

$3,967,000

Institutional support

$3,859,000

Academic services and student support

$3,786,000

Information technology

$1,421,000

Internal and external commitments

$1,100,000

Research

Total
Operating surplus before
endowment contribution
Endowment donations
Net endowment investment income
Surplus of revenues over expenses

$986,000

$32,381,000
$1,363,000
$155,000
$18,000
$1,536,000

The complete financial statements for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2020, can be
found at ustboniface.ca/en/financial-statements
(available in French only)
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