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As classes resume in this 200th anniversary 
year of Université de Saint-Boniface, our 
magazine, Sous la coupole, is shining a light  
on our alumni. It seems the time they spent 
within our walls has always played a role in 
their professional future, whether it be in the 
field of arts, health, law, business, education 
or politics. 

When I meet alumni, I always ask them  
what they remember most fondly about their 
time at USB. And while everyone with whom  
I speak is highly appreciative of the quality 
education they received, it becomes clear 
that it was everything surrounding the 
courses, rather than the courses themselves, 
that had the greatest impact.

They especially appreciate the skills  
that they developed at USB, for instance, 
public speaking, debating, defending ideas  

and, conversely, listening, 
demonstrating sensitivity,  
and analyzing pros and cons  
in an effort to learn. In sum,  
they learned to question their 
own beliefs and think critically.

Alumni also met unforgettable 
professors, true role models who 
were admired for their passion 
for their field of study, of course, 
but also for their communication 
skills, sense of humour, ability  
to listen and to be respectful. 
Outside the classroom, students 
always enjoyed conversing and 

sharing ideas with their teachers; the latter 
are often blessed with the gift of bringing  
out the best in their students. The ability to 
appreciate the new generation’s potential is 
indeed a key element in the art of teaching. 

Activities outside of the classroom have  
also always been of the utmost importance 
to our students. From the inception of our 
institution to the present day, sports have 
played a significant role in the overall 
development of our youth. Other activities, 
including theatre, help to shape individuals 
and build relationships. 

Belonging to a group is, incidentally, often 
one of the cherished memories that our 
alumni hold on to from their days at USB.

Some of them also speak to me of the 
professional opportunities that USB afforded 
them. No matter their background – humble 
or not so humble –, our students have seen 
the world open up to them in every field: 
business, culture, education, arts, health, 
science, etc.

Finally, a desire to contribute to the  
well-being of the community, which is 
something that our alumni feel throughout 
their life, can be directly traced back to the 
education they received here. Since the 
beginning, our instructors have passed on 
their particular interest for language and 
literature, and they have taken it upon 
themselves to honour Francophone culture  
in all of its richness – its history, the lessons 
from its history and its values. 

Above and beyond academic objectives,  
it seems that, in spite of changes within  
the staff and student body, and its diversity  
of backgrounds and teaching styles, USB  
has always cultivated personal growth on  
all levels.

Gabor Csepregi
President

@GCsepregi
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DÉTIENNE GABOURY, ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE

Étienne Gaboury is 
considered to be one of 
Canada’s greatest architects. 
His work spanned from the 
1960s to 2005. Born in 1930, 
in the Mountain Region to 
a Francophone family of 
11 children, he had the 
opportunity to complete 
his higher education and 
received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Latin and Philosophy from 
Collège de Saint-Boniface 
in 1953.

“My arrival as a boarding 
student at Collège when I was 
14 was rather difficult; all my 
previous schooling had been 
in English! But the culture and 
the discipline of Collège were 
fundamental to my education, 
my training and my growth.” 
Father Lucien Hardy would 

help the young Étienne 
to become an architect. 

“When I was leaning toward 
aerodynamics he made me 
aware of my penchant for 
design, that I had an artistic 
side. When he introduced 
me to an alumnus who had 
become an architect, my 
calling became clear.”

Étienne continued his studies 
at the University of Manitoba 
(Bachelor of Architecture, 
1958), and then at the École 
nationale supérieure des 
beaux-arts in Paris. The 
writings and creations of the 
architect Le Corbusier greatly 
influenced his work.

“But I am so happy that 
I came home after. I’m a 
man of the Prairies. I was 
able to contribute to local 
architecture while also 
creating projects for the 
rest of Canada and other 
countries.” Étienne Gaboury 
designed more than 300 
diverse art and architecture 
projects around the world, 
including schools, 
government buildings, 
healthcare centres, 
universities, monuments, 
community centres, 
embassies, historical sites, 
banks, libraries, parks, hotels, 
restaurants and more. Many 
iconic sites bear his name.

In Manitoba, inspired by 
the physical, emotional and 
spiritual elements of the 
Prairies, his creations include 
the Royal Canadian Mint 
building, the new St. Boniface 
Cathedral, Précieux-Sang 
Church and the Esplanade 
Riel pedestrian bridge.

Parallel to his career, 
Étienne Gaboury has always 
contributed to his community. 
In 1970, he became president 
of the Société franco-
manitobaine. He has received 
numerous awards and 
distinctions over the years, 
including an honorary 
doctorate from his alma 
mater in 1987, of which he 
is particularly proud. He is 
a member of the Royal 
Canadian Academy of Arts, 
the Order of Canada, the 
Order of Manitoba and the 
Order of La Pléiade. He likes 
to remind us that his wife, 
the potter Claire Breton, has 
always been an indispensable 
collaborator of his. Together, 
they have four children, 
twelve grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Distinguished Graduates
In the fall of 1818, the first classes were held in French at the Red River Colony. Two hundred 

years later, as we begin a new academic session on this momentous anniversary year, we have 

decided to highlight four alumni who have made remarkable contributions to the vitality of 

our community. 

PROFILES

LÉO ROBERT, EDUCATION AND POLITICS

Summing up Léo Robert’s 
long and fruitful career is 
no easy task. Nevertheless, 
it can be said that Léo has 
given his heart and soul to 
the education of 
Francophones in Manitoba, 
at the primary, secondary 
and university levels, and that 
his community has always 
been able to count on him, 
especially in hard times. 

A proud native of southern 
Manitoba, Léo Robert 
completed primary and 
secondary school in French 
in Aubigny, Otterburne and 
Ste. Agathe. However, at that 
time, he had to obtain his 
teaching diploma in English 
(University of Manitoba, 1967). 

“It wasn’t until my Master’s in 
Education that I was finally 
able to take post-secondary 
courses in French, through 
evening classes at USB.”

Léo Robert taught math and 
science at École Précieux-
Sang from 1973 to 1985. It 
was during this time that an 
unprecedented language 
crisis arose. In 1982, while he 
was president of the Société 
franco-manitobaine (SFM), 
the New Democratic 
government approached 
the SFM to negotiate an 
agreement on the translation 
of laws and the offer of 
French-language services. 
The laws that had been in 
effect in Manitoba since 1890 
were declared invalid by the 
Supreme Court because they 
only existed in English. 
However, the Conservative 
opposition fiercely resisted 
negotiating any kind of 

agreement with the 
Francophone community. 
A wave of violent acts ensued, 
including arson at the SFM 
office in January 1983 and 
serious threats made against 
Léo Robert and his family.

“Shortly thereafter, the 
government organized seven 
public hearings on the matter. 
The last one, held in Ste. Anne 
in September 1983, was an 
opportunity for 
Francophones to gather and 
share their pride. I’ve always 
referred to this as our ‘big 
party’! It was moving, intense 
and joyous. Everyone was 
united.” A French-Language 
Services Policy was enacted 
in 1989.

Between 1985 and 1997, 
Léo Robert was principal 
of various schools. During 
this time, the community 
regained the right to run the 
French schools. Léo Robert 
helped to set up the Division 
scolaire franco-manitobaine 
and was its superintendent 
from 1997 to 2003.

After his retirement from 
teaching, Léo became 
interested in the world 
of higher education. As 
president of the Board 
of Governors of Collège 
universitaire de Saint-
Boniface, he played a major 
role in securing official 
university status for the 
establishment as well as the 
construction of the Pavillon 
Marcel-A.-Desautels in 2011.

Léo Robert was founding 
president of the Association 
des directeurs et directrices 
des écoles françaises du 
Manitoba (ADEF), participated 
in the creation of the 
Coalition francophone 
de la petite enfance and 
much more! 

In 2015, he contributed 
to the organization of the 
extensive États généraux 
de la francophonie 
manitobaine, an analysis 
of the community’s 
achievements and objectives.
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INAUGURATION

A Legacy Celebrating History
On September 20, 2018, as part of the activities to kick off the academic session during 

the 200th anniversary, two multimedia exhibits with a focus on history were unveiled.

A HALL OF HISTORY

The first exhibit, to the right of Provencher Hall, is composed of 
a giant touchscreen tablet. By way of a navigable timeline that 
stretches from 1818 to 2018, the tablet invites the student body, 
staff and visitors on a pictorial journey through 200 years of 
education in French. 

Panels displayed on both sides of the electronic board recount 
key events in USB’s history. 

“This exhibit brings to life the rich visual heritage of our archives,” 
explains Louis St-Cyr, Director of the Development and 
Communications Office. “You can get a taste of history right before 
your eyes! We want people to play with the photos, like it’s a giant 
album to flip through with lots of variety. If visitors have five minutes, 
they can skim an overview of our history on the wall panels. And if 
they have more time, they can explore the content available through 
the interactive tablet.” 

Archivist Carole Pelchat played a monumental role in creating the 
content. “I started digitizing the images five years ago, with 1,000 
images from the Centre du patrimoine,” she recalls. “At USB, we had 
very little documentation from before 1922 because of the fire that 
destroyed everything that year. Then I went to work on the 10,000 
(and then some!) images that we had, keeping about 2,000 in total. 
There are photos, but also letters, theatre programs and tickets, merit 
cards, textbooks, etc. Also, there was no photography prior to 1860, 
so we had to use other mediums – drawings, paintings – to illustrate 
our history. And then, around the year 2000, people didn’t have the 
reflex to archive their photos; we had some challenges when it came 
to representing that period.” 

All of the collected visual material was then carefully presented to 
depict 200 years of education in French in Manitoba, in six different 
sections: the humble beginnings, the founding of Collège, the arrival 
of the Jesuits, the evolution of education in French, modernization 
and the future. Carole Pelchat concluded by mentioning that the 
information will be able to be updated thanks to the technology 
used for the project. “We have a tool that will be evolving for many 
years to come.” 

 

AN AVENUE FOR OUR ALUMNI 

“For the 200th anniversary, we wanted to focus on our world 
and the people who have left a mark on the institution and on 
the community,” affirmed Louis St-Cyr. In this vein, the second 
legacy exhibit consists of a total transformation of the 45-foot 
long hallway that runs between the offices of the Continuing 
Education Division and the Salle académique, with the creation 
of a mural featuring alumni and two electronic tablets that can 
be used to find a specific graduate or class photo by searching 
by year or by name. 

“The idea for the Avenue des diplômés came to us when we 
realized that we were already displaying photos of graduates 
in various places around the university but we were running 
out of space,” Louis St-Cyr explained.

“Most of them were ending up in our archives, inaccessible to 
our alumni and the public. But since people like to see their own 
photo or those of a friend or family member, we rephotographed, 
digitized and archived all of our photos!” 

 

MARIANNE RIVOALEN, LAW AND JUSTICE

Marianne Rivoalen was 
appointed judge of the 
Federal Court of Appeal on 
September 21, 2018, after 
holding the position of 
Associate Chief Justice of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench 
of Manitoba (Family Division) 
since 2015.

Born in the village of 
St. Labre, she grew up on 
the family farm. Her father 
was from Bretagne and 
her mother was Franco-
Manitoban. “Education 
played a crucial role in my 
life very early on. In grades 
1 and 2, Sister Antoinette 
Normandeau spoke to me 
in French even though our 
school was English.” In La 
Broquerie, where she went 
to high school in French, 
she was positively  influenced 
by a math teacher, Raymonde 
Gagné, none other than the 
future president of USB! 

“Meeting inspiring teachers 
has such an impact on the 
rest of our life.” At age 17, 
she enrolled in Collège 
universitaire de Saint-
Boniface, where she earned 
her Bachelor of Arts (1983).

“The story of my Bachelor 
of Arts is a little funny 
because I actually did more 
science and math! Professor 
Lionel Fréchette had a great 
impact on me. And I loved 
the intimate atmosphere 
of Collège. I made lifelong 
friends there.” 

To study law in French, 
Marianne made a move 
to Moncton. “Still today, 
in Canada, you can study 
common law in French in 
Ottawa or in Moncton. But 
this time away was a very 
positive adventure. There 
are many advantages to 
leaving your home turf to 
go study elsewhere.” 

After her Bachelor of Law 
(1988), she was admitted to 
the Law Society of Manitoba 
(1989). “I came home 
primarily because I was very 
close to my parents. I never 
regretted it. I was able to 
work in good firms, and my 
experience in Indigenous law 
at the Department of Justice 
was instrumental.” 

Marianne Rivoalen is known 
for her involvement in many 
organizations, including 
Pluri-Elles, the Association 
des juristes d’expression 
française du Manitoba and 
the Société franco-
manitobaine (SFM), of which 
she was president from 2000 
to 2003. “I even sat on the 
USB Board of Governors…
when Raymonde Gagné 
was president!”

GINETTE POULIN, DOCTOR

As part of her various 
responsibilities, Dr. Ginette 
Poulin travels around Manitoba, 
putting her energy, expertise 
and bilingualism to good use. 

“My father was a Francophone 
from Saskatchewan and my 
mother was German. She 
wanted very much for me to 
learn French. She was the one 
who brought the French 
immersion programs to 
Thompson, where I grew up.” 
Ginette continued her studies 
at Collège universitaire de 
Saint-Boniface (Bachelor of 
Science, 2000). “I’ll never forget 
the welcoming environment of 
Collège. And the education that 
I received there was an 
excellent foundation for the 
rest. Ibrahima Diallo’s histology 
course was so useful for me!” 

After receiving a Bachelor in 
Nutrition at the University of 
Manitoba, Ginette Poulin 
interned as a dietician and then 
went on to study Medicine in 
Ottawa. She did her residency 
in family medicine in Manitoba. 

“I did a lot of work in the rural 
Francophone communities.” 
She still returns often to these 
communities, hoping to “go 
where people need me.” 

In addition to her travels 
throughout the region, Ginette 
Poulin fills many other roles, 
such as working in the 
emergency room, teaching and 
acting as a clinical preceptor. 
A registered dietician and lover 
of dance, she promotes healthy 
living, which includes physical 
activity and a balanced diet. 

Having become aware, 
early on in her career, of the 
damage caused by drugs, 
she specialized in addiction 
treatment. Now, as the Medical 
Director of the Addictions 
Foundation of Manitoba, 
she is confronting a major 
public health issue – opioid 
overdosing. “This is a major 
social, medical and even 
technological crisis. With 
modern life, the brain is 
changing and the search for 
intense, instant pleasure results 
in a horrible downward spiral.” 

In her work in this field, as in 
others, Ginette Poulin proudly 
uses French on a daily basis. 

“Whether it is with my patients, 
the media or government, 
it’s a part of my life and I’m 
happy to be able to use it in 
my work and to share my 
skills in this language.” 
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UA Graduate Among the World’s  
Top Philanthropists in Education
In the spring of 2018, Marcel André Desautels closed the books of the organization  

he had established – the Canadian Credit Management Foundation. Here is a look back  

at his extraordinary generosity spanning more than twenty years.

An accomplished Canadian businessman, 
Marcel André Desautels has made 
exceptional donations to the universities  
of Manitoba, Toronto and Montréal since 
1996. His financial support has notably 
helped to redefine the way management is 
taught, has contributed to the construction 
of several buildings and has enabled more 
than 400 students to benefit from 
scholarships and bursaries. 

EDUCATION IN HIGH ESTEEM

Born in 1934, Marcel André Desautels grew 
up in a modest family in St. Boniface. The 
high esteem in which he holds education 
can undoubtedly be traced back to his 
personal experience. He first received,  
in 1955, a Bachelor of Arts (Latin and 
Philosophy) at USB (Collège de Saint-
Boniface at the time). Like many alumni,  
he likes talking about “his” Collège! Back 
then, the institution was run by the Jesuits 
and Francophones from all over Manitoba 
were boarding students there. “I grew  
up with discipline and developed a great 
respect for education. I received very good 
training from the Jesuits. They encouraged 
us to use our intelligence to question and  
to analyze. The Jesuits taught us the art  
of reasoning.”

Mr. Desautels then continued his academic 
career at the University of Manitoba, where 
he earned a Bachelor (1959) and then a 
Master of Law (1965). “In the morning,  
we were in class; and in the afternoon we 
worked in an office. It was a system that  
put a lot of emphasis on practical training. 
Our professors were top lawyers who were 
experts in their fields, such as insurance.”

After his studies, he enjoyed a fruitful  
career as a lawyer in Winnipeg, and then  
at the Treasury Board in Ottawa. In 1970,  
he became President and General Manager 
of Creditel of Canada Limited, in Toronto. 
This was the largest credit assessment  
and debt recovery company in the country, 
serving 12,000 Canadian companies across 
its 16 offices. 

Since the sale of this company in 1996, 
Marcel André Desautels has devoted all  
of his time to philanthropy. “I was inspired 
by fortunate people who chose to do 
charitable work, who accomplished 
something for society.” 

 

A CAUSE CLOSE TO HIS HEART 

With the profits from the sale of Creditel, 
Marcel André Desautels created the 
Canadian Credit Management Foundation. 
Its mission is to support Canadian 
academic institutions, particularly in the 
field of management. “I was looking for  
a personal cause. I thought a great deal 
about it. In the end, it seemed to me  
that investing in higher education was  
the most effective form of charity.  
With this basic tool – a good education 
– young people can, in the long term, find 
success in life.” Desautels’ philanthropic 
vision is based on two key pillars: offering 
financial aid to students and responding  
to specific faculty needs, such as 
infrastructure development. 

HELPING YOUTH

What interests Marcel André  
Desautels above all is lending a hand  
to young people. He remembers having 
to work very hard to pay for his studies. 
“You wouldn’t believe everything I did!  
I dug ditches and worked in factories, 
slaughterhouses and in the fields.  
I even collected garbage at a time  
when everything was done by hand.  
I would have really appreciated some 
financial aid!” 

Through his foundation, scholarships  
are given to over 400 young people from 
Ontario, Manitoba and Québec. “Young 
people send me letters explaining how  
their scholarship has changed their life. 
During an awards luncheon at USB,  
a French-African scholarship recipient 
spoke and told how the bursary enabled 
her not only to pursue her studies but also 
to strengthen her identity. Everyone had 
tears in their eyes. Helping youth has 
always motivated me.” 

Six schools in three provinces benefit  
from the generosity of Marcel André 
Desautels. Scholarship funds were put in 
place to meet Mr. Desautels’ priorities, but 
the allocated funds have also been used to 
meet a variety of the institutions’ specific 
needs, including the creation of new 
programs and the expansion of facilities. 
“The projects have to correspond with  
my vision of management – intelligent, 
multidisciplinary and open to the world.” 

HERE, IN MANITOBA

Marcel André Desautels first chose  
to support postsecondary academic 
programs in management, the field  
in which he built his career. His first 
donation went toward scholarships for 
graduate studies in Finance at the Asper 
School of Business of the University of 
Manitoba. A subsequent donation to the 
Faculty of Law was used to establish the 
Marcel A. Desautels Centre for Private 
Enterprise and the Law.

“Of course, I also wanted to support my 
Collège, a precious and vital institution 
for Francophones in Western Canada.” 
The first donation enabled the creation  
of a student scholarship fund. In 2009, 
Mr. Desautels became the principal donor 
and Chair of VISION, the most ambitious 
fundraising campaign in USB history.  
The funds raised have been used to 
support research, to purchase new 
equipment and, especially, to build the 
Pavillon Marcel-A.-Desautels, which is 
dedicated to the teaching of nursing  
and health sciences. 

A PASSION FOR MUSIC

In addition to his talents as a manager, 
Marcel A. Desautels is a lover of music  
and an excellent opera singer. “I have always 
sung, be it when I was very young at the  
St. Boniface Cathedral, at the Collège with 
Father Caron, or later on in life with the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. During my 
studies at the University of Manitoba, I even 
performed twice an evening with a dozen  
or so young Anglophones in a Broadway 
musical group, complete with costumes  
and choreography!”

In 2008, the Faculty of Music at  
the University of Manitoba (now The 
Desautels Faculty of Music) received from 
Mr. Desautels one of the “largest donations 
ever offered to a music department in the 
history of Canada,” confirmed the current 
dean, Edmund Dawe. Half of the funds  
went toward the renovation of the historic 
Taché Hall, completed in 2015; the 
construction of teaching, practice and 
recording spaces, opened in 2017; and the 
construction of the final phase of the future 
Desautels Concert Hall, a large performance 
venue. “The University of Manitoba will have 
the most modern postsecondary music 
facilities in Canada. Marcel’s donation also 
gave us an enormous opportunity in terms 
of student scholarships and support for 
artists and new works. Marcel is a 
committed man with a heart of gold.  
We are honoured that the faculty is  
named after him.” 

AN INNOVATIVE 
MANAGEMENT CENTRE  
IN TORONTO

In 1999, Marcel Desautels’ foundation 
made an initial donation to the Rotman 
School of Management of the University 
of Toronto to set up a scholarship fund.  
A second, truly transformative donation 
made it possible to establish the 
Desautels Centre for Integrative Thinking 
at Rotman School, and to fund two 
chairs, a research program, as well as  
a journal. “What makes me happiest is 
that we have supported a new way of 
looking at management. And the dean  
at the time, Roger Martin, agreed. 
Education should be integrated, meaning 
that it should encourage students to 
question, analyze and reason, above  
and beyond their management courses. 

Of course, the importance that I place  
on the art of reasoning comes from  
the Jesuits.” 

THE DESAUTELS FACULTY OF 
MANAGEMENT IN MONTRÉAL

Between 2003 and 2007, Mr. Desautels 
made three remarkable donations to  
McGill University in Montréal. So, why  
an Anglophone university? “In Manitoba, 
French schools had suffered so much  
from a lack of funding and I wanted  
to turn that situation on its head –  
a Francophone could show generosity 
toward the Anglophone community of 
Montréal. A Francophone name would  

be associated with an Anglophone 
university! It was my way of rebuilding 
bridges.” The Desautels Faculty of 
Management now houses an Institute  
for Integrated Management. Alex King, 
Director of Development, underscored  
the profound change that resulted from  
the goodwill of Marcel André Desautels: 
“Our MBA program underwent a complete 
makeover. It is now open to the world, 

multidisciplinary and diverse. Traditional 
disciplines that used to be studied in 
isolation, for example, finance, marketing, 
accounting or technology, are combined 
under a complex theme, such as leadership. 
With Marcel’s help, our faculty doubled  
in size.” 

Alex King also appreciates the 
philanthropist’s personal qualities.  
“Marcel is engaged. He visits at least  
twice a year and loves interacting with the 
students. He is a really good-natured man!” 

PHILANTHROPY

What interests Marcel André 
Desautels above all is lending 
a hand to young people.

Marcel André Desautels is admitted to the 
Order of Canada in 2009 by Michaëlle Jean,  

then Governor General of Canada.

Photo : Dan Harper

Photo : courtesy of Marcel André Desautels
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LDisability from Every Perspective
In June 2018, Université de Saint-Boniface hosted an international Francophone 

colloquium on disability.

Professors Maria Fernanda Arentsen and Léna Diamé Ndiaye 
organized the international colloquium Regards croisés sur le 
handicap en contexte francophone [Diverse Perspectives on 
Disability in a Francophone Context] at USB from June 12 to 15, 
2018, in collaboration with Florence Faberon of Université 
Clermont Auvergne.

The four days were intense, jam-packed from morning to 
evening. “We wanted to avoid having multiple activities at the 
same time as much as possible because the goal was to meet, 
share, and forge bonds of solidarity and friendship,” explained 
Professor Arentsen. But exhaustion was definitely not part of 
the program! “We set up break rooms because many of the 
participants were themselves living with disabilities. People 
could even take naps there!”

STRIKING RESULTS

The results of the colloquium were striking. First of all, the idea 
of “diverse perspectives” meant that no one discipline was given 
priority over another. “This was food for thought, even for the 
legal experts!” 

A host of people – activists, 
witnesses, workers in the field 
(not just the typical experts) – 
participated in the event. 
“We succeeded in creating 
remarkable diversity, whether 
it be on a geographic 
(approximately ten countries), 
a disciplinary or a simply human 
scale.” The community partners, 
such as St.Amant, Santé en 
français, the Catholic Health 
Corporation of Manitoba, 

Cercle Molière, the Division scolaire franco-manitobaine and 
the Economic Development Council for Manitoba Bilingual 
Municipalities, made their presence felt. And the support from 
USB was phenomenal. “My colleagues helped me enormously. 
I received support from every department: communications, 
finance, IT, etc. I’m very pleased to have joined all these 
forces together.” 

FRENCH PRESENCE

France was particularly well represented by some fifty 
people, including many from the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region. 
Florence Faberon, Vice-President of University Life and Culture 

at Université Clermont Auvergne, was co-organizer of the 
colloquium. She was joined by five students who, with help 
from Juliette Moyer, a journalist from Radio chrétienne 
francophone (RCF), were responsible for the audiovisual and 
journalistic coverage of the event. “They produced remarkable 
work that demonstrates the richness of each individual while 
also highlighting key considerations of the colloquium,” 
Ms. Faberon enthusiastically noted.

DELIGHTED PARTICIPANTS 

Participants went home delighted, satisfied and filled 
with gratitude. “They appreciated both the scientific and 
the relational aspects of the colloquium,” underscored Maria 
Arentsen. “Many people were introduced to a uniquely Canadian 
social experience. Two comments in particular have stayed with 
me. Someone from St. Amant told me, ‘I’ll be able to apply what 
I learned in a concrete way in my work.’ And a woman from 
France said to me, ‘This is the first time in my life that for a 
whole week I didn’t feel disabled at all.’ For me, this is proof 
that everything is a question of perspective and context. In a 
welcoming environment, a person with a disability can thrive 
just like anyone else.” 

“Of course, there is still work to be done. We became aware 
that the ways of perceiving disability still seem to be archaic 
or old-fashioned, even simply in our choice of words. But we’ve 
planted lots of little seeds that will 
start to grow slowly but surely!” 

The entire colloquium can be 
found on YouTube, under the 
heading “Regards croisés 
sur le handicap, Université 
de Saint-Boniface.”

INTERNATIONAL MEETING

Giving Tuesday
For the second year in a row, Université 
de Saint-Boniface (USB) will participate in Giving 
Tuesday, a worldwide philanthropic movement 
that follows Black Friday and Cyber Monday. 
This year, Giving Tuesday will take place on 
Tuesday, November 27 and the funds raised 
will be used to replenish the Gay-Straight 
Alliance fund.

“We hope that there will be even greater 
participation in Giving Tuesday this year 
to support this fund that has existed for 
only two years,” explained Lynne Connelly, 
Development Coordinator of the Development 
and Communications Office. “We are excited 
about growing this fund, which is used 
to support the initiatives and projects of 
the Alliance.”

A host of people 
were involved in the 
colloquium – activists, 
witnesses, workers in 
the field, ordinary 
citizens – not just the 
typical experts. 

planted lots of little seeds that will 
start to grow slowly but surely!” 

The entire colloquium can be 
found on YouTube, under the 
heading “Regards croisés 
sur le handicap, Université 
de Saint-Boniface.”
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A Brand New Fund!
Since 2007, USB has offered a Bachelor of Social Work program 
that aims to produce future bilingual professionals who will be 
called on to work in vital community services. The USB School 
of Social Work has seen 64 students complete the program in the 
last decade and 98% of them have found a job after graduation. 

To ensure the sustainability of the program and to support 
students who could benefit from financial aid, the faculty at 
USB’s School of Social Work came together to create a brand 
new bursary fund. 

“Over the years, as instructors, we see firsthand the financial 
difficulties that some of our students face. Out of concern for these 
students, we have rallied together to create a bursary fund that will 
help them out,” affirmed Florette Giasson, Director of the Social 
Work program and Manager of the Social Work fund. 

The financial aid bursaries are offered to eligible students enrolled 
full-time in the 2nd, 3rd or 4th year of the Bachelor of Social Work. 
These bursaries will offer support to students for whom tuition 
fees present a challenge, especially individuals with special needs, 
refugees, immigrants or adults with family responsibilities.

In 2018, USB launched a campaign to help boost this new fund. 
To make a donation, visit ustboniface.ca/donate

Over the years, as instructors, we see 
firsthand the financial difficulties that some 
of our students face. Out of concern for these 
students, we mobilized and created a bursary 
fund that will help them out.
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A World-Renowned Film
Alain Delannoy, a multimedia instructor at USB, created an animated short film, 

The Talk – True Stories about the Birds and the Bees, which garnered international praise. 

A peek inside a great little film. 

Alain, a Winnipeg-born Francophone, completed a Bachelor of Arts 
with a double major in Video and Drawing at the School of Art of the 
University of Manitoba. A brilliant artist, his body of work includes 
several short films, including the award-winning Monument (2006) 
and Fraction (2012). 

The Talk – True Stories about the Birds and the 
Bees, the third animated short film that he has 
made since graduating from  university, is an 
8-minute, 52-second animated documentary 
that examines the well-known first “talk” that 
some young people have with their parents 
about sexuality. 

GENESIS

“The idea was conceived in 2013, during 
a family gathering at Easter. At the table, 
my nephew asked a question that was 
totally off topic and everyone’s jaw dropped. 
My brother-in-law then told me he had had 
a conversation with his son. Later, I told this 
story to some friends and they started telling 

me about their own experiences. I stopped them and said, 
‘Stop talking! I have to record you!’ My subject was born. 
So, I recorded some of my friends and some friends of friends, 
and then strangers came to tell me their stories. We used the 
voices of real people in the film but the drawings preserve 
their anonymity.” 

AWKWARD YET FUNNY

So, does one bring up the topic of sexuality with a book about 
frogs? Or while watching The Terminator? By listening to 24 
cassette tapes during a road trip to the U.S.? How do the birds 
and the bees reproduce? Eight boys, now grown men, recount 
how their fathers brought up the subject. “I chose to specifically 
present the father-son discussion because it contained a high level 
of apprehension,” explained the animator. 

Indeed, in The Talk, the explanations given by the fathers are 
bizarre, incomplete, unsettling, too crude; their approach is 
surprising and embarrassing. To put it mildly, the first lesson 
about sex is less than perfect! And while it conveys the 
awkwardness of fathers and the confusion of their sons, 
Alain’s film addresses the subject with humour, selecting 
truly funny anecdotes

UNIVERSALITY

Dave Barber, Programming Coordinator at the Cinematheque 
in Winnipeg, knows Alain’s work very well. He has screened the 
majority of his films and even organized a retrospective of his 
work. “The humour is one of the things I love about the film. 
Alain also has a gift for weaving together different real-life 
stories to create a universal narrative.”

“I wondered about the universality of my topic,” recounted Alain 
Delannoy. “Are we particularly embarrassed about sexuality in 
North America? I realized, thanks to the people I met at festivals, 
that it’s similar all over the world. After showing the film, lots of 
people would come tell me their own story. I could have made 
several feature-length films!” 

PRODUCTION

Alain Delannoy did everything 
for the film: drawing, editing, 
production, direction. “Luckily, 
this time I received grants, so I 
could hire some of my graduates.” 
The soundtrack is by Nicolas 
Makowski, one of his former 
students from USB. Produced 
from a raw recording of the men’s 
testimonies – in total 35 hour-long 
testimonies – only parts of eight 

testimonies made it into the film. The whole thing is interwoven 
with thousands of evocative, intelligent, metaphoric, silly 
drawings, featuring the crosshatched and moving lines that 
Delannoy is known for. Alain Delannoy’s work is best described 
as meticulous art that requires patience and painstaking effort.

FESTIVALS AND AWARDS

Since its release in the summer of 2016, the film has been 
shown in more than fifty festivals around the world, including 
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York, Hot Docs in Toronto, 
Short Shorts in Japan, AFI Docs in Washington, DC and Dok 
Leipzig in Germany. It has earned numerous awards and 
honours: Best Short Animation at Flickers’ Rhode Island 
International Film Festival, the Prix DeVarti at the Ann Arbor 
Film Festival in Michigan, Honorable Mention at the Atlanta Film 
Festival and the Audience Favourite Award at the Dawson City 
International Short Film Festival. Receiving the award for Best 
Animated Short at the Warsaw International Film Festival meant 
that it was in the running to be a candidate for the Oscars! 

“I also had the great honour of seeing my film presented at 
Doc Fortnight at the Museum of Modern Art in New York,” 

said the filmmaker. A complete list of festivals where the 
film was presented and the awards it received can be seen 
at prairievideo.com. 

WHAT’S NEXT?

“Next year, I’m taking a year to develop a new animated 
documentary. I’m definitely going to keep exploring this area 
of male discomfort.” In support of his project, the instructor 
obtained in July 2018 three major grants from the Winnipeg 
Arts Council, the Manitoba Arts Council and the Canada 
Council for the Arts. 

ARTS

The Talk – True Stories about the Birds and the Bees, the third animated short film 
that Alain has made since graduating from university, is an 8-minute, 52-second 
animated documentary that examines the well-known first “talk” that some young 
people have with their parents about sexuality.
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CUSB’s Class of 1958 Takes a Stroll Down Memory Lane!
In 1958, Guy Roy, André Fréchette, Philippe Jubinville, 
Edmond Paradis, Alphonse Tétrault, Hubert Mangin and their 
classmates were students at Collège de Saint-Boniface. Sixty 
years later, nine graduates of this class attended their reunion, 
which took place on June 14 and 15, 2018.

“There were 27 students in the class of 1958,” recalled Guy Roy. 
“It was the Rhetoric year, the sixth of eight years of classical 
studies, which opened the doors to university studies. The 
curriculum focused on Latin philosophy. We did an in-depth 
study of French, Latin, English, history, literature and math.” 
The subsequent two years of philosophy completed the program. 

“Philosophy was alternated with science. The curriculum as a 
whole was designed to promote recruitment to the priesthood 
and prominent liberal professions such as medicine or law.” 

At CUSB, student life was rigorously structured. “Religious life 
was very important. Mass was held every morning for the 
boarding students. There were also times set aside for prayer 
during the week.” But that just wasn’t enough to keep a few 
dozen young men busy. “Of course there were no cell phones 
or Internet. Even television was only just starting to reach us,” 
explained Guy Roy. “Before that, we listened to the radio and 
read newspapers. When I think about it today, it’s like we were 
living on another planet!” 

When it came to leisure activities for students, the Jesuit priests 
put an emphasis on sports and cultural activities. “We could play 
hockey, lacrosse or football. There was also a vibrant cultural life 
that resulted in special bonds.” 

Former classmate Hubert Mangin was the driving force behind 
the 2018 reunion. “We talked about our precious memories of 
such and such professor and of our days at Collège,” said Guy 
Roy. “I have excellent memories of everyone. The people who 
came back are my very good friends.” 

65 years ago at Collège 
de Saint-Boniface…
On June 9, 2018, nine octogenarians meandered through the 
hallways of Université de Saint-Boniface, sharing memories of 
their schooldays at what was then Collège de Saint-Boniface. 
For three days, philanthropist Marcel André Desautels and his 
classmates from the Class of 1953 met and, apart from a few 
grey hairs, it was just like the good old days. 

These classmates included Edgar Daigneault, Raymond Lemay, 
Jean Gisiger and Jean-Paul Guénette, former students whom 
Marcel A. Desautels was excited to see again. “Every time we 
meet, we have fun and remember the crazy stuff we did when 
we were young! But all these stories will be kept secret. As they 
say, ‘What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.’” He did, however, 
share one story about a song that did not earn them points with 
the Jesuit priests. “We wrote a song that really wasn’t that bad. 
We sang it and one of our teachers thought we were radicals. 
Personally, I think we had a lot of spirit!” 

Speaking of teachers, the former student feels that he 
benefitted from a very good education at Collège de Saint-
Boniface. “I really appreciate the training that I received from 
the Jesuits. They were remarkable men who were always good 
teachers, even though they were very strict. For example, if they 
caught us speaking in English, we were punished!” 

“There were 21 students in the classical Bachelor of Arts, Latin 
and Philosophy,” recalled Marcel A. Desautels. “We had courses 
in Latin, philosophy, theology – all in total French immersion.” 
Today, there are 13 alumni remaining from the Class of 1953. 
Eight of them live in Eastern Canada, mainly in Montreal or 
Ottawa, and five have stayed in the West. “Most of us manage 
to see one another regularly, almost every five years, in 
St. Boniface or in Montréal. It has been 65 years since we 
left Collège and we’re all between 80 and 84 years old now. 
We always hope that this reunion won’t be the last.” 

USB Participates in 
Jubilation
As part of the celebrations honouring the 200th anniversary 
of French education in Manitoba, USB participated in Jubilation. 
This large community festival was organized by the Archdiocese 
of St. Boniface on July 15, 2018, the date marking Father 
Provencher’s arrival to the Red River Colony. Outside the main 
entrance of USB, the event Rendez-vous des diplômés featured 
a large stage and a line-up of artists who were graduates, 
students or friends of the institution. The crowd enjoyed 
performances by Edouard Lamontagne, Dominique Reynolds, 
Paul Lachance, the trio Les Surveillantes, Louisianan Zachary 
Richard and Kelly Bado.

The Shipping and Receiving 
Centre Opens its Doors
USB received major government funding of nearly $1.5 million 
for the construction of a new Specialized Shipping and 
Receiving Services Centre, which will be inaugurated in October. 

This new infrastructure increases USB’s ability to safely receive 
and store chemical products and pathogenic agents intended 
for use in its science laboratories. The facility notably includes 
a storage room for compressed gas cylinders, a repository for 
biological and chemical waste, and a trial greenhouse. 

 

Here, With My Community
Since its founding in 1818, Université de Saint-Boniface has always maintained 

special connections with the local Francophone community. In this mutually beneficial 

relationship, the community supports its university and the university is actively involved 

in the life of the community.
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Photo: La Liberté, pop communications Inc.
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Front row, from left to right, Guy Roy, Hubert 
Mangin, Alphonse Tétrault, 

Maurice Jeanneau.

Back row, from left to right, 
Gabriel Roy, Arthur Trudeau, Edmond Paradis, 

Claude Boily, Philippe Jubinville.

From left to right, Edgard Daigneault, Léo Forest, Jean Gisiger, 
Jean-Paul Guénette, Aimé Gobin, Pierre-Paul Morin, 

Roland Breton, Marcel A. Desautels, Yves Legal.
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CHARLES LEBLANC, 
CULTURAL ACTIVIST

Charles Leblanc received 
the Alexandre Taché Award 
for his contributions to 
Manitoba’s Francophone 
community. Charles Leblanc 
is an event organizer, poet, 
actor and social activist who 
has been very active in the 
Franco-Manitoban cultural 
scene for many decades.

As an actor, he appeared on 
the stages of various theatres 
in numerous Canadian 
provinces and even abroad. 
In 1970, together with some 
friends, Charles Leblanc 
founded the troupe La Vraie 

Fanfare Fuckée, which led 
to his first trip to Winnipeg 
as part of the Dominion 
Drama Festival. 

In 1978, Charles moved 
to Manitoba to become 
involved in activism. 
Throughout the 1980s, 
he founded numerous 
theatre troupes and 
associations in 
Manitoba. In addition 
to his many 

experiences with the USB 
troupe Chiens de Soleil, 
he is also a familiar face at 
Cercle Molière.

As an author, Charles Leblanc’s 
first poetry manuscript was 
published by Éditions du Blé in 
the 1980s. Since then, he has 
published nine collections with 
the publishing house. His poetic 
work garnered the Prix littéraire 
Rue-Deschambault. During that 
same period, Charles Leblanc 
enrolled in the newly opened 
School of Translation at Collège 
universitaire de Saint-Boniface 
and, after graduating, he 
became a certified translator.

For nearly 20 years, Charles 
Leblanc was a member of the 
team that ran the Winnipeg 
International Writers Festival, 
later becoming its director. 
At the same time, he helped 
organize the Salons du Livre, 
held at the Centre culturel 
franco-manitobain. He is one 
of the instigators behind the 
Ligue d’improvisation du 
Manitoba, which continues 
to entertain audiences today.

SUSAN PRENTICE, 
SOCIOLOGIST 
AT HEART

The USB honorary degree 
was awarded to Susan Prentice, 
a sociology professor from 
the University of Manitoba. 
Recognized for her expertise 
in daycare, family, women, 
markets and social movements, 
she was a member of the 
consultation committee for 
the Early Learning and Child 
Care Program in Manitoba and 
she sat on the research group 
of the Coalition francophone 
de la petite enfance du 
Manitoba, of which USB is 
a partner. She is currently 
a member of the organizing 
committee of the Child Care 
Coalition of Manitoba. 

Susan Prentice received her 
PhD in Sociology from York 
University in Toronto in 1993. 
She launched her teaching 
career as an assistant professor 
at the University of Manitoba in 
1993 and has been a professor 
there since 2008. Recently, 
during the Journées d’étude 
of the Association canadienne 
d’éducation des adultes des 
universités de langue française, 
the researcher was invited to 
reflect on her academic career 
as a French student at USB.

In 2014, the professor met 
the Commissioner of Official 
Languages, Graham Fraser, 
to review the status of daycare 
services in the Francophone 
minority context. 

In 2018, Susan Prentice was 
a visiting professor at the 
Forum on Democracy, Peace 
and Justice at the University 
of Uppsala in Sweden, and 
also at the Institute of Labour 
Economics and Industrial 
Sociology at the University 
of Aix-Marseille in France. 

Ms. Prentice has received 
numerous awards and 
bursaries, most recently in 
2015 when she won the 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award of the Faculty of Arts 
of the University of Manitoba. 
Susan Prentice has authored 
half a dozen books, including 
her latest in 2017, published 
by the University of British 
Columbia Press, entitled Caring 
for Children: Social Movements 
and Public Policy in Canada.

Celebrating Our Accomplishments!
Université de Saint-Boniface (USB) awarded 172 diplomas during the 139th university convocation, which was 
held on June 11, 2018, at the St. Boniface Cathedral. At this event, 19 deserving students were also recognized 
for their achievements with the awarding of 22 different awards and medals of honour. The gold medal from 
the University of Manitoba for USB was awarded to Carmen Girard, who earned a GPA of 4.48 in the Bachelor 
of Science program. The new graduate also received the Paul Ruest Award, presented to the graduate with 
the highest cumulative GPA for the final two years of an undergraduate program. 

The ETP convocation took place on June 14, 2018, during which 122 student diplomas, five awards and eight 
medals were awarded. There is one graduate in particular whose academic achievement should be highlighted. 
Graduating with a diploma in Tourism Management, Jocelyne Fournier received the Governor General’s Academic 
Medal, the Medal of Excellence from her program and the Paul Ruest Award.

The Alumni Network Presents...

LA GRANDE FOULÉE

An activity initiated by 
the Alumni Network 
as part of USB’s 200th 
anniversary, La Grande 
Foulée is now an annual 
gathering featuring a 
5K walk/run through 
the St. Boniface 
neighbourhood. 
On September 15, 
a beautiful sunny fall 
day, approximately 
140 participants hit the 
pavement. The start and 
finish line was in the field 
behind the university and 
the free registration 
included a t-shirt and a 
souvenir. Participants—

alumni, staff, students and the community—were also invited to a free 
barbecue after the run. “The primary mission of La Grande 
Foulée is to promote physical activity. The funds raised 
will support athletic scholarships, including the Julie 
Paillé Bursary,” explained Maxine Robert, 
Alumni Network Representative. Julie 
Paillé, the former director of Sportex and 
a great athlete, passed away suddenly 
in 2011. Mark your calendars—the next 
edition of La Grande Foulée will be 
on September 14, 2019.

Alumni Remembered 
A number of USB alumni passed on between February 
and September 2018. After their studies at USB, and 
for the rest of their lives, they actively contributed to 
the vitality of Manitoba’s Francophonie. We are 
grateful to them, and we offer our deepest 
condolences to their families and friends.

 

This list may be incomplete. To notify us of a passing, 
please contact us at 1818@ustboniface.ca

2018
Lucien Guénette (January) – Rhetoric 1951, B.A. 
(Latin-Philosophy) 1953

Carmelle Hébert-Lafantaisie (March) – Certificate in 
Stenography 1978

Robert Paul (April), Nursing Diploma 2007

Jean-Murat Georges (May) – B.A. (Latin-Philosophy) 1999

Gérard Gagnon (June) – B.A. (Latin-Philosophy) 1966

Carmen Campagne (July) – B. Ed. 1981

Guy Labossière (July) – Rhetoric 1949, B.A. 
(Latin-Philosophy) 1951

Renée-France Labossière (August) – B.A. (Latin-Philosophy) 
1973, B. Ed. 1976

Marcel Jamault (August) – Elements of French Course 
1948-1949

Réal Sabourin (August) – Classical Course 1960-1969, 
Associate Diploma in Education 1974

Stéphane Taillefer (September) – Health Care Aide Certificate 
1996, Computer Science Diploma 2002

Milestones
Université de Saint-Boniface would like to 
recognize the important contribution of staff 
members who have grown with USB for over 
20 years or who have recently taken their 
retirement. 

Congratulations to each of you and 
thank you for your devoted service 
and your professionalism. 

30 YEARS
Sylvie Rondeau

RETIREMENT
Marlene Chambers
Lamine Diop
Krystyna Baranowski

20 YEARS
Michael Dickman
Alain Ouimet

CHARLES LEBLANC, 
CULTURAL ACTIVIST

Charles Leblanc received 
the Alexandre Taché Award 
for his contributions to 
Manitoba’s Francophone 
community. Charles Leblanc 
is an event organizer, poet, 
actor and social activist who 
has been very active in the 
Franco-Manitoban cultural 
scene for many decades.

As an actor, he appeared on 
the stages of various theatres 
in numerous Canadian 
provinces and even abroad. 
In 1970, together with some 
friends, Charles Leblanc 
founded the troupe La Vraie 

Fanfare Fuckée, which led 
to his first trip to Winnipeg 
as part of the Dominion 
Drama Festival. 

In 1978, Charles moved 
to Manitoba to become 
involved in activism. 
Throughout the 1980s, 
he founded numerous 
theatre troupes and 
associations in 
Manitoba. In addition 
to his many 

barbecue after the run. “The primary mission of La Grande 
Foulée is to promote physical activity. The funds raised 
will support athletic scholarships, including the Julie 
Paillé Bursary,” explained Maxine Robert, 
Alumni Network Representative. Julie 
Paillé, the former director of Sportex and 
a great athlete, passed away suddenly 
in 2011. Mark your calendars—the next 
edition of La Grande Foulée will be 
on September 14, 2019.
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It’s your magazine!
The magazine Sous la coupole is fi rst and foremost 
for you! We would love to hear your ideas! Tell us 
about the notable accomplishments or activities of 
an alumnus, about your own achievements, or 
about an interesting piece of news!

Your participation is the reason why Sous la coupole 
remains pertinent and inspiring to its readers! 

Contact Dominique Philibert at 204-237-1818, ext. 510, 
or by email at communications@ustboniface.ca to 
submit your suggestions.




